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Heart of Covenant- PCUSA Joy Gift Offering

When you give to the Joy Gift Offering, you honor the
wondrous gift of Jesus by nurturing the faith we have in
God and one another. The Joy Gift Offering supports
the development of the future racial ethnic leadership
of our church and aids church workers and their

families in times of need, answering a faithful call to
is for adults so when you sign up please enrich lives and ease burdens. You will find a
indicate if you will need childcare and the brochure and envelope in your mailbox.

ages of the children.During the evening Please give generously.
you will rotate to different tables and be seat-

ed with different folks for each course There 0And you Bethl ehem, in t he
is a suggested donation of $10 per person. Sign means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you
up sheet is in the hallway next to the mailboxes shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people
please let us know you cancome! Israel. Matthew 2.6

Saturday, February 11 at 6:30 pm

Join us for a three course dinner for
Valentines and have fun getting better
acquainted with Covenant members and
friends. This is not just a couples eventbut it

To be the church is to be hospitable. Hospitality is a major way for Christians to demonstrate the
G R A & Bod who received us witho p e n  @his epggortunity begins for us the week of Febru-
ary 5-12 when we host temporarily homeless families for IHN (Interfaith Hospitality Network).
NOW is the time to sign-up on the board across from the offices in the Gallery. Check the board to
see the many ways you can practice Christian hospitality. You can also see the current sign-up board on

Covenant@ webpage under Outreach or call the church office (706-548-2756) to sign up for you.

COVENANT
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

1065 Gaines School Road
Athens, Georgia 30605
706-548-2756 or 706-613-2344
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Wednesday Evening Prayers in the Worship Center on 1/25/2017
at 6:30 pmto 7:15 pm

sory, contemplative, and some forms of body prayer like yoga.
Brief instruction and some written resources will be provided.
Coordinators are Mark Harper and Katharine Himley.

Psalm 145:18

# Please join us to explore and practice different expressions of prayer, including interc

For the month of January Covenant is collecting these food items for the

Athens Area Emergency Bank:
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Thank you covenant amay we all have enough!
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At its most recent meeting, the Covenant session acted on a strong recommendation from the Steward-
ship and Finance ministry team to change our fiscal year from the calendar year to a 12-month oper-
ating cycle that will begin in 2017 on July 1st and run through June 30th each year after that. We believe
this move has the advantage of aligning our fiscal year-end more closely to the church@ natural flow of
life and programming. Since our new season of activity really begins in the early fall and not in January,
we also think having a new fiscal year-end will help both our planning for ministry and the cash manage-
ment of our life together. Specifically, we can now prepare the yearly budget, close the books, and un-
dergo an annual financial review at a time other than our peak activity period between late fall and New
YearQ. In addition, we have learned that making this switch will not complicate the way we file neces-
sary reports with the presbytery and the IRS.

Now, you might be thinking, thatQall well and good, but what happens this coming January if our new
budget cycle is not scheduled to start until July? How will the church pay its bills and continue its pro-
gramming through the spring? Those are good questions, and the answers will depend on your faithful
commitment. Stewardship and Finance is proposing that we continue the 2016 budget for the first six
months of 2017 (a Gshort-year,€ running from January 1 through June 30th of 2017). Therefore, the ses-
sion is asking you to graciously continue your current pledge amount through next June of 2017.

There will be a stewardship campaign for the new fiscal year calendar, and you can expect this to begin
in late January. Our goal is to complete that campaign by the end of April, giving us ample time to pre-
pare and present a budget before summer begins. In the months ahead, you will hear more information
regarding this new approach to our financial life in the form of minutes for mission and newsletter arti-
cles. In addition, please feel free to speak to session members, Paige Campbell and Dianne Simpson
from Stewardship and Finance, our treasurer Pam Knox, or the pastors if you have particular questions
or concerns.

Pl ease note there wildl n o
fscal year beginning July 1.
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Wonderful Wednesdays!

1/25/2017
10:00am Adult BibleBidy8 € g Yf ] YgQé O FYZ YWh] cbgécbéD
by Ken Curtis of the Christian History Institute
Covenant Connection
5:15pm 6:00pm#nd grade choir;13rBth Servant time
6:00-6:30pm Family Dinner for children, youth and adults
6:30pm 7:15pm 3rd5th grade Chou2id Servant Time
6:30pm Adult Bible St&dy 8 e g Yf ] Yg" €0 H\ Yeb6i XX\ UOeeét
| Jge | ZYogeghcf medfcXi WYXeVme&8LU
6:30pm 7:15pm Wednesday Evening Prayers
7:30pm Adult Choir
Wednesday Covenant Connection for Youth
3:30pm Supervision for Middle & High School Youth in the youth rooms
+0' +daédKYXbYgXUmeGW\ cc fneZcf éA] XX Y
(optional for High School), High School Youth continue to fellowship
6:00pm Family Dinner
6:30pm Faith and Film
7:15pm Depart

Nautil us i - @adshoadlks o
Cont act , itney or

(72}

-
n c

S
b

DTS OO0 W!WOD
T EOoO 0o
= QO — ~ — QO
7)) ST ovQ o
* W O0O>SW!WOoo
— —h,_,.<_c
©3 " Coo0
o Q —
o wnm
o©

>
soa—v2o00®~a0o

SO—0S0o

v @D

OSSO0 TT33TDODOY®Y —~O0Dd S
QO @D

= o x

T
n
f
A
r
r
t
M
w
b
t
t
S
f

o v—o
_|:C <
NPT OODCODSON
>f—o-(-D3'
nso @ -
4= ©-a®T>T
ST — -
S50 5 -
<o ™38~
Q5D - S ~—00gP3
IO‘<—‘(‘D9.)O,_,.—'—:—-

Ejm




Hurray for Chocol ate Bars

I was the |l ucky recipient of an incredil@mly
Brown Butter Organic Chocol ategma), (mMadde chhyx @Al t
side the heavy paper wr apiplirsiBamni €@xpé amar igoq

The cocoa that was wused to make the chocgpol a:
2000 farmers that madOop.up Libkcat Ado-ppgifres Goep l@e@c e
coca crops with cacao and other trees, such@as
planted and the plan is to plant another mi [ i«
and replenishing the forest canopy, al |l thege t
to slow down climate change.

You can help farmers in many countries, a s
Fair Trade Certified symiCak eon Spoodbhet Grieleantll Dy @

CAPI TAL CAMPAI GN BUEPtDWAESTERO Maay dnd May 1, 2016, our .
Campaign raised $234,093.95. Thanks to your genero

mortgage and now have $98,495. 76 available for cap
for contractors who wil!/ i mprove our bat hrtosant e,nd
safe, and sustainabl e playground. However, our suc
Campaign giving. You can still contribute whatever
funds wil |l be put towards these i mportant projects

Sunday, January 22, 2016 at 5pm—Youth Groups Meet!
The dinner sign up sheet is now posted on the bulletin board
» next to the church mailboxes. Thank you to everyone who signed
W up last semester to provide a meal for our youth! Full reimburse-
ment is available for those who sign up. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Justin at jvanwicklen@covpresathens.org.

Ry

This Sunday, January 22nd the first of two deposits are due for the Middle School Conference at Maryville
College, TN. Both deposits are $100, totaling $200.



Yom e i nViotmreed!and meet some ot her Presbyteriahs
Leadership Development Event hhastSad ubdalFir Be brrua
Church in downtown -At@éepmsm, Bhemepaeafdladmuses o s u
of ficers, but everyone is wPhresmgteoi ansenivayACb
We T hown k | be offered by Mark Dougl as, Professgor
Seminary. Registration brochur &4 earse onaitthe h@atfht
istrar Kenya Col bMornie nb ynalyanma.t220end f or FREE, aphd
bl e by contacti@gl BeRecherregl 6tgouonline, then B

morning and afternoon workshop to attend, and j o
ways a great event and a good time to visit i th
Covemangl ders to r&ga sfareirze afsort htehee hi ghest %jof

Di dn get a copy of t he H Join us for Lunch ry?
Let me know and I will be glad to print one out for you. N e e DaBaln
Contact Karen at kwetherington@covpresathens.org or

706-548-2756. Eastside on Tuesday,
Al so information about January 31, at 11:30am. f O

smart phone comin

~ Separate checks — meet
you there. Lots of good food & fun &

' A fellowship!
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y Howard Thurman
In 2016, Georgia executed more people than any other When the song of the angels is stilled

state in the U.S. How did the fiBible Beltd become the
fiDeath Beltd Zoin renowned author, activist and speak- . .
erShane Cl adonghvihriasaéreligious When the kings and princes are home
leaders and activists, at one of this event for a discus- : :
sion about the death penalty and what people of faith When the shepherds are back with their
and conscience can do to change the conversation about flock

justice, mercy, and forgiveness in Georgia. Event is
FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

When the star in the sky is gone

The work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,

B_ook signing and sales of Shane Claiborne® books to heal the broken,

will follow each event.

to feed the hungry,

PLEASE REGISTER AT:

https://for'm. ot f or m. com/6348%@'?[%%@9“3%%’

to rebuild the nations,

to bring peace among brothers (sisters)
to make music from the heart.
Submitted by Juergen Wiegel



At the meeting of Northeast GA Preslhyet e€eroynmins sWianmdernr s
affirmed their support of the continuing PCUSA congr
ensadly, the faction of that congregation who now co
denomination has filed suit for their property in ClI
well as served a temporary rdater &if oiremg owodeshi pgdioms tt
SA Centr al Faithf ul congregation will be &@ePdesabytldr i
Student Center, 12 5F0r eSa.c hliunngp kiisn tShter eReetv.. Dr . Rebecca
edlf you would |Iike to help financially support the
Sshould be made payable to Northeast Georgia Presbyte
30622), referencing PCUSA Centr al Faithful

Dear Members of Covenant,

Happy New Year to you all! With a new year upon us, we often find ourselves making vesat diernthese

resolutions and why are we making them? When | think of new year resolutions, I typically think of an opport
make myself a better person. Maybe this is ¢&he vy
rious about not procrastinating so much. Maybe. Just Maybe. But in a world with so many injustices, let us te
tunity to not focus so much on ourselves, but on the world around us. Let us focus on making our community
wedre proud t o geaesason after generationuLet usfdcuslordstrengthening ties with our nei
bors. Let us share Christ Jesus®6 | ove with those

The Cave After School Program has been a ministry of Covenant for nearly a decade as it strives to offer a <
space to our middiedhighschoech ged nei ghbor s of our ¢ o mmuinthetcon- o n
gregation as a whole show your support by volunteering your time at the Cave. There is a great need to bols
volunteer base to ensure the longevity of this important and needed ministry. | know that not all of you can vt
to the timing of the Cave (3380p Fridays), but where you are unable to volunteer, | charge you to bring this 1
ot hersdé6 attention in conversation and to pray fo
vised nor safe for our neighbors. The community needs the Cave, and the Cave needs you.

Volunteering at the Cave is not only a ministry of presence. It requires intentional interaction between volunt
participants. There are various roles that volunteers may fill on any given Fridagmat tleégpDgveith the

checkn process to supervising the basketlialhndarbetter inform the congregation of these various

roles and how to best serve our neighbors at the Cave, we are offering two training sessions: Friday Jan-
uary 27, 4:30-5:30p and Sunday January 29, 12:15-1:15p. Both sessions will include the same information and will
be held in the conference room at the church. Th
teering. Please see the attached document that outlines these training sessions.

Please keep in mind that while | hope potential volunteers can join us for every Friday, it is not required that:
you are only able to join us on occasion throughout the semester, | still encourage you to volunteer. Having r
teers on our roster will allow for necessary wiggle room that ministry, and life in general, continually calls for.

|l f youdre | i ke me and feel | i ke vy odatinkngthatwhatdédoa |l |
wondt make aithknthidisyoue oppgodunify.mheinéedsafl our community are real. This opportu
real. The outcomes of The Cave are real. Let us do our part in making a positive difference Th@@as@mmunity
kicks off February 3rd and | hope to be alongsid

Grace and Peace,
Justin Van Wicklen
Temporary Youth Ministry Director
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TRUE COL enwsrs contain specific colors.

Loss of Prestige:

French for bugaboo:

Missing child notice :

Green Life Expo
Saturday, January 28
10anii 4pm

Athens-Clarke County Library
2016 Baster St. Athens

Exhibits, Educational Sessions, Kids Activities
Green Shopping, Food, Fun for the Whole Family.

Free Admission!
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Please sign up on the bulletin board to
help pro vide a floral arrangement for the
worship center on these dates:

January 29 and February 5.

Juergen who so lovingly provides arrange-

P 3z> ments for Sunday had surgery on his left
5 § § %} arm January 10th.

= ~ R Thank you!
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Yoube welcome to

join Covenant(s
6 ¢

Sweaty Sheep, who
O meet weekly at
UGA® intramural fields on Saturdays at
8:30am to walk and/or jog.
See Paige Campbell with any

questions.

Visit: http://athensclarkecounty.com/6316/Gtéeiiexpo

YTD

ges.



m\. y A7 As we start a new year [ would like to take a moment to urge you to join one of our
many musical outlets here at Covenant. I'm always excited to have new choir mem-
$ bers, but I'm in special need of tenors and basses. If you are a guy (or woman) with
Add YOUP VOICQ that kind of range (no matter your reading abilities), please talk to me. We also have
opportunities for non-singers who still need a musical outlet. Chime Choir is a great
opportunity to learn about music in a social setting. And if you play an instrument and would like to join a
group or provide special music, please see me. Thanks, C| i f f
cbrock@covpresathens.org

MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS for 2017

* denotes not currently on Session

Building & Grounds | Alex Clark*, Rich Kimmich, Phil Koehler
Care & Nurture of Young Children, Lola Bell*, Ellen Stoneburner*
Christian Education_ Stephanie Cahill, Katy McGill

Community Outreach  Patti Huberty, Joan Prittie

Congregational Care, Marilyn Brown

Congregational Fellowship. James Malone

Stewardship & Finance, Dennis Calbos, Dianne Simpson
Witness, Terry Centner, Sandy Whitney

Worship . Julie Bower

Clerk for the Session Linda Rogers*

EMMAUS ROAD CLASS FOR 2017

The Emmaus Road Class will stdexxt20b7 9% dils

passages that descripeepdrerdtoalsit amadr f@sd agai

hope in powers other than the |living God.

Lamentations, one of the | east studi ed and

y a

fell owship hall at 9: 30 ans hon Maunkd aHya rnpoerrn i

C dirh |
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35. $» B:30am Worship

9:30am Church School for all a?es

10:00am Adult Choir Rehearsa

10:45am Worship

12:15pm Congregational Care Team Meeting
12:a5pm CE Team Meeting

3:30pm OE Anonymous

4:00pm Confirmation Class with Parents
5pm Youth Groups

-/ .89
6:30pm Scouts

45 %3 %! 9

9:30am Athens Mothers Center
6:30pm, Exit Interview for Class of 2016
8pm New Freedom

7 %$ . %3 $ hoDoam Adult Bible Study

1:30pm Leadership Development Team Meeting in Conf. Room
3:30pm —Youth Meet Downstairs

5:15pm—Covenant Connection

WohXe

5:15pm—0a g gPrdVednesday Church School for Youth
6:00pm Family Dinner

6:30pm Adult Bible Study R o
GgoaEpd XYDI %OATET C 00AUAOO

7:30pm Adult Choir

4(523%!9
2pm Knitters and Knotters
8pm Happy Squares

&2) %! 9

9:30am Athens Mothers Center

4:30pm—Y d,@n@ave Training in Conf. Room
8pm New Freedom

3! 45 2 8 FefBowship Hall Cleaned
9:30am NEGA Presbytery Meeting at Covenant

7 %%+ |/ & * Al OAOU Wi h WoX¢
35. $% B:30am Worship

9:30am Church School for all ages

10:45am Worship

3:30pm OE Anonymous

5pm Youth Groups

-/ . $h9
5pm Cedar Creek Association Meeting

45 %3 $! 9
9:30am Athens Mothers Center
8pm New Freedom

7 %$ . %3 $ hoDoam Adult Bible Study

3:30pm —Youth Meet Downstairs

5:15pm—Covenant Connection

5:15pm—0a d, gndWednesday Church School for Youth
6:00pm Family Dinner
6:30pm Adult Bible Study
adQeebd XY DI
7:30pm Adult Choir

%OAT ET ¢ 00AUAOO

4(523%!9
2pm Knitters and Knotters

&2) &! 9

9:30am Athens Mothers Center

QdQobi 4EA #AOA OAOOI AO
8pm New Freedom

31452¢8! 9

gam—Cpm Presbytery@ Officer Development Event at First Pres Athens
10am @xecuting Grace in GAO with author & activist, Shane Claibom
Fellowship Hall Cleaned

71 23 (2)*0A1 OAOU WWh WYoXé
hdQOAI

Reader: Rich Reaves

Ushers: Arnelle & Warren Combs

Xaodl YAI

Coffee: Shirley Hunt

Reader: Sonja Holden

Ushers: Stephanie Cahill, Kent Silver
Greeters: Sallie Hale, Jim & Dorothy Newland
Congregational Care: DelLynda Tweedell
Counters: Bill Barstow, Randy Parish
Flowers: Rich Kimmich

Plant Care: Frank Allen

Open the Building: Alex Clark

Close the Building: Phil Koehler

Grounds Stewardd Jim Bowden (Jan W QWi
. O00A OUAEBRABraswell
Birth—Walking: Annemarie Braswell

Walking—s years olddJason & Sydney Braswell, Lindsey Bowden

10
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Reader: Sonja Holden

Ushers: Wayne Crowell, Alan Edwards

Xogl YAI

Reader: H.S. Youth Group

Ushers: H.S. Youth Group

Greeters: H.S. Youth Group

Congregational Care: DelLynda Tweedell (Feb. Bert Ballard-Myer)
Counters: Paige Campbell, Caren Snook

Flowers:

Plant Care: Frank Allen

Open the Building: Tim Bemisderfer

Close the Building: Paul Brooks

Grounds Stewardd Alex Clark (Jan Q ®Feb. 5)

. OO0AOUDEBEAD

Birth—Walking: Don Bower

Walking—s years olddKay & Adam Brooks, Stephanie Cahill



