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I n Johndéds gospel, thereds a story about Jesus
years (John 5:19). The man was one of many who gathered near a traditional healing pool near the Sheep
Gate. The problem was, he had no one to help him get into the pool; a whole new life was literally just out of
reach @ which makes this sound like a very contemporary story about so many in our own country who still
dondt have access to health care.

What s interesting is that when Jesus sees t
in the water. I nstead, he asks, o0Do you want to
question with an obvious answer. What Jesus is d
what he needs. As one of my teachers often said, the most caring response any of us can make when faced
with a crisis is not, oLet me fix this, o6 but 0 How

Over the past week as we have started learning how to navigate the coronavirus crisis, so many of
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you have called or emailed or texted and askbahg JHow

sanitizer to information about local response efforts to your own presence and time serving our neighbors
through the food pantry. You have texted with simple words of encouragement. You are praying and trust-

ing in Godds goodness and mercy. You are reminding m

step once again into the healing waters and come out into a new day. Thank you! We love you! Jesus loves
you the best. Keep letting us know about members and friends who may have unspoken needs. After all, one
of the remarkable gifts of spending less time involved in our usual work and busyness is that we have more
time for one another. Thanks be to God! Mark

You can view worship services on You Tube at this address:
https://www.vyoutube.com/ channel/ UCCkRpltSMnecoYXr'

Prayer ConcernsDot Handley, Covenants office volunteer, at Piedmont; Coffee Worth in hospital in
Lakeland, FI with Peritonitis. If you would like to send her a card her address is 1323 Timberidge
Drive, Lakeland, FL 33809: Dan Whitney recovering well from knee surgery 3/19; for those who are
affected by the COVIBL9 iliness, as well as their caregivers, our healthcare professionals, government
leaders and those who are working around the clock to minimize the impact of this virus; Heide Wie

at home recovering well from back surgery; Shirley Reinert recovering from a car accident; Mike
Swanson preparing for cancer treatment; Paula Zimdars ongoing merkel cell carcinoma treatment;
Anne Page at Avery Place #145; Ruth Brewster at Arbor Terrace #222; Pauline Marshall at Highlan
Hills #112; John & Elizabeth Brewer, & Anna Holshouser at home.
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PANDEMIC

What if you thought of it
as the Jews consider the Sabbath—
the most sacred of times?
Cease from travel.
Cease from buying and selling.
Give up, just for now,
on trying to make the world
different than it is.
Sing. Pray. Touch only those
to whom you commit your life.
Center down.

And when your body has become still,
reach out with your heart.
Know that we are connected
in ways that are terrifying and beautiful.
(You could hardly deny it now.)
Know that our lives
are in one another’s hands.
(Surely, that has come clear.)
Do not reach out your hands.
Reach out your heart.
Reach out your words.
Reach out all the tendrils
of compassion that move, invisibly,
where we cannot touch.

Promise this world your love--
for better or for worse,
in sickness and in health,
so long as we all shall live.

--Lynn Ungar 3/11/20

Lynn Ungar is a poet and blogger from California, who is also a minister for an online network of
Unitarian Universalists. She publishes daily http://www.dailycompass.org/

HOW TO GIVE i

|l n order to honor one anotherds health
(wedre |l earning a whole new vocabul ary
send your offerings through the mail, OR to access our online giving option on our

website. Click on the financial contributions link on our website, or this link
http.//covpresathens. org/wp/financiatcontributions/
and you will be directed to our donations button. Our deepest thanks for your

ongoing support and pledges towards our new year of ministry during our current
stewardship campaign.
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From United Way of ONPoarrtthneears tAg&enocrigeisa £6VID-19ces & |
We know that right now is a trying and scary time. Our local area nonprofits are continuing to
provide incredible resources and services to our neighbors in need. Here are a few updates:

ACTI ON.halsnd mpl ameonlidne application process to continue
has very | imited funding available for emergency assist
financial support i s welcome.

Ameri can Hebsdn Qireocesdss of bl ood donati,omss ftrhoery heaavlet hay sienvceir
due to an unprecedented number of blood drive cancell at
can schedule an appointment to giRed ®rloososdB,witsh. Ritghiogeg hRe d
Cross Bl ood, [oanl-8 0-BnEgPOOR OS S .

At hens Communi ty iGoucnocnitli nouni nAggianngd expanding their Meal
of fering commodity deliveries. They are in need of fine
if you are home with your kids and need an activity, a
piece of art for the seniors who are home bound. These
hour s.

At hens Neighborhdoesd sHadllt lop&enntaenrd recei ving pat

Boys and Girl si sClculbo soefd Adbtuhte nassr e wor king on creating vir

Family Counséebkisgi Bé&rwmeeeing with current patients via
this time. Their office is closed for the n t two week
Food Bank of Noird hresampi nGge oupmitaheir food distribution in
mands, and are continuing their Food 2 Kids weekend f ec€
butions and food donations 8@bnHéewobos Brarindbe HoappeAdt loé
Way in Clayton, Ga)loédkKdnhngi boal byt empeyvaayewor ker for t
warehouse. Hi gh school seniors (17 years and up) or col
are encouragbdrtyg@madbanknega. org

Har mony iHsoucsoent i nui ng to provide al/l emergency Forensic
of fices |lwimilt edawd aff on site during blieimessi ©iosirisi fier\
staffed after nor mal hours. Trauma Focused Therapy i s &

Madi#Mongan Countyi€arciongi Ruaog food distribution as noi

tions wild/ pick up their own boxes.

Ogl ethorpe Couniy PeovGdi Cgndlees at 11:30 to their seni
deliver hot meals to those folks for whom they normally
Meal service and dialysis appointments. Und oentuinalt ed gr, v
wi || reopen on March 31.

Projecits Satfiel | accepting newl kcyiepésatindnalts Theyiareeils
meetings but are offering virtual meetings for current
Project Safe is stildl an available resource.

Salvatibs #atmkl taking in clients with quarantine protoc
only bandorabk avail able oDhesy deer ¢ heregues higndradathy donat.i
The Coitg agtei | | operating its 24/ 7 Crisis Hotline to ser
virtual suppor-me mgtr alu ptse alntdh t *kédrevi ces hopefully becoming
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