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www.covpresathens.org 
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C O V E N A N T  

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

 Bowden Church Vocations Fund                                                               

a special offering for Covenant Presbyterian Church                                  

February 2015 

Named in honor of Jim & Jere Bowden’s 35 year ministry here at 

Covenant the Bowden Church Vocations Fund was established in 

1996 by our Session to support our members who have been called 

to full-time employment in some form of Christian ministry. A special offering will be received this 

month, though donations are welcome all year long.  Make checks out to Covenant and mark them 

BCVF or Bowden Fund. Please respond generously, as we support our members in this journey of 

faith together.   

GRADUATES COVERED DISH LUNCHEON 

FEBRUARY 11 at 12:30pm 

Join us for a travel log of Scotland and Wales 

presented by Phil & Linda Koehler. Bring your 

favorite dish to share (and bonus points or             

second helpings for folks that bring Scottish and/or Welsh dishes!) 

Oh, and don’t forget desserts. Tea, coffee and water will be provided. 
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WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!!  

We need your help to make our children and youth ministries vibrant, especially our 
Sunday morning WoRM program, Sunday afternoon youth groups, and Wednesday 
evening Covenant Connection. Here are some opportunities to serve our young peo-
ple and (by the way!) honor your baptismal vows to raise our children in the Chris-
tian faith:  

Are you willing to make a light lunch for our youth groups? If so, please contact 
our Lunch Volunteers Coordinator, DeLynda Tweedell, 706.540.2473. The 
volunteer sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board near the church office.  

Are you interested in brightening the morning for our young people? Please 
consider bringing a snack for them to enjoy during the Sunday School hour. 
The box to receive donations is in the hall across from the church office.  
Thank you!   

We continue to need volunteers to help with our vital Covenant Connection 
ministry which is serving our own young people, kindergarten – twelfth 
grade, but also young people from our neighborhoods. If you are able to as-
sist with table set up, meal prep, or “hanging out” with our middle and high 
schoolers, please sign up on the CovConn Volunteers Sign -up on the bulletin 
board outside the church office.  We are in special need of volunteers to help 
with table set up and to “hang out” with our high schoolers and middle 
schoolers.  
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WoRM CHURCH SCHOOL  -  Sunday, February 9th at 9:30am                                   
We meet the boy Jesus in the temple with creative activities led by Kay and Paul 
Brooks and our shepherds, Jere Bowden and Wanda Oliver.  

YOUTH GROUPS - The High School Youth Group will meet after worship, noonish 
– 2:30 p.m. for lunch and a retreat planning session.                                                                           
The retreat is next weekend, Feb. 15-17.  

CONFIRMATION 

We meet right after worship, noonish -2:30 p.m. for lunch in the fellowship hall and 
our session on the grace of God, “Get It and Give It”.  We’ll watch a film snippet 
from the movie, Jesus Christ Superstar and talk about what it means to be loved un-
conditionally and to love others unswervingly.  

 WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
YOUTH AT                      
COVENANT                       

CONNECTION on              
Wed, Feb. 9th                                                                           

For middle and high 
school students.                                                                                                           

5:30pm—6:00pm Bible Study;                     
6:00pm—6:30pm Family Dinner;  
6:30pm—7:00pm Faith & Film 

 Wednesday, February 09, 2020                                        
10am Adult Bible Study in the Upper Room                   

Using Miriam Dunson’s book, A Very Present Help, 
the Wednesday morning Bible study which meets in 

the Upper Room, 10 – 11:15 a.m.                                             
Mark Harper facilitates. 

           Covenant  Connection                                       
            5:30pm—7 :00pm                                                  
We take a deeper look at what it means to love our 
neighbors during Servant Time. This week we’ll 
make personal hygiene bags to hand out to our 
friends coming to Covenant for help.  

We will soon enter the reflective season of Lent, and 
our young people will be preparing the ashes for our 
congregational Ash Wednesday service, February 26, 
6:30 p.m. The following Wednesday, March 4, we will 
enjoy an intergenerational event during Covenant 
Connection, Bringing the Wilderness in Art Project 
where we will make wilderness vase displays that 
will be used to enhance our Lenten worship. We will 
begin the project at 5:30 p.m., enjoy a meal together, 
6:00 p.m., and conclude our artistic endeavors by 7:00 
p.m. For this evening we will suspend all activities 
for our young people so that we may enjoy time to-
gether as our Covenant family.                                                                                                                            
                ADULT BIBLE STUDY             
6:30pm—7:30pm                                                                         
Wednesday evening – – Join us in the church parlor, 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m., as we look at the story of the death, 
resurrection, and post-resurrection appearances of 
Jesus,  John 20-21.                                                           
    6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm Adult Choir 
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DOUBLE HITS—the same words or phrases can 

share a common expression.                                                    

Example: Peter’s Family; judge unfavorably.   P A N 

1. Stretch one’s neck; heavy lifter 

2. Ayn; Pretoria currency 

3. Fruit stone; excavation 

By Marilyn Brown 

Covenant Breakfast Club 

Monday, Feb. 17 at 8am. 

Cracker Barrel on Epps 

Bridge Road. Join us for a good time 

of conversation and food.  

Knitters & Knotters 

Thursday, February 13 at 2pm 

Join us for a great time of  fellowship &               
ministry as we join together to make                  

blankets, hat, scarves,  pillows, etc. for those in 
need. Everyone is invited, beginners welcome! 
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              Lunch Bunch                                
           Let’s meet for good food, 

    great company, and                         
       interesting conversation                                               

 Tuesday, February 25, 12:30 p.m., 
at  

DePalma’s Italian Café (eastside) 

1965 Barnett Shoals Rd 

Let’s do lunch and a movie, Tuesday, February 18.  We’ll watch an af-
ternoon matinee, Little Women, University 16 Cinemas, and have an 
early lunch at Charlie Grainger’s, 1791 Oconee Connector (across the 
parking lot from the movie theater).  The movie time has not been an-
nounced, but we’ll meet at the restaurant at 11:15 a.m. In this award-

winning movie, Jo March reflects back and forth on her life, telling the beloved story of the March 
sisters - four young women each determined to live life on their own terms. 

Memorial Service at Lord  & Stephens East 

on  February 15 at 2pm for Grace Eubank. 

Please consider signing up to take a meal to the home 
of Anna and Gene Holshouser.                                                   

To sign up, go to the website takethemameal.com.               
Under "Find", type in Holshouser and also type                       

Holshouser for the password. Or, you can call Luanne 
Rigsby, (706) 224-3828 and she can sign you up or walk 

you through the website sign up process.  

 

La Table Luncheon 

Tuesday, February 25 beginning at 11am 

It is the major fundraiser for Family 

Promise. See page 5 for more details! 

http://takethemameal.com/
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FEED MY SHEEP for  February                                  

Covenant is collecting these items for the 

Athens Emergency Food Bank:                                      

salty snacks, canned pork & beans, 

canned fruit with pop-top, and saltines. 

And as always brown paper bags.  

Thank you Covenant and                                   

May we all have enough! 

 

The annual La Table 

luncheon will be held this 

year on February 25 at 

the Athens Country Club              

beginning at 11am.  It is 

the major fund raiser for 

Family Promise (formerly Interfaith Hospital-

ity Network).  You will enjoy  beautiful and 

creatively set tables and a chance to visit 

with Covenant friends.  Tom Rawlings, State 

Director of DFACS will be the key note   

speaker.  Please sign up on the form on the 

bulletin board or call  Ginger Davis-Beck or 

Ellen Stoneburner for information.   $50.00 

per person check made out to Covenant with 

LaTable in the memo portion.    

CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 at  6pm 

Open to all interested in learning more about the Congregational Fellowship 

Committee.  We will look at this year’s events and  explore new possibilities 

to enjoy each other’s company!  

Want to give a helping hand? Join our minis-

tries at Our Daily Bread, the soup kitchen for 

Athens, based at First Baptist Church downtown.  

Dorothy Newland coordinates preparing lunch 

on fifth Wednesdays, arriving at 10am. The next 

day of service is Wednesday, April 29, 2020.            

Contact Dorothy at 706-202-0474 if you would 

like to help.  

Paige Cummings coordinates preparing lunch on 

first Fridays monthly, arriving at 11am. Contact 

Paige at paigemercercummings@gmail.com if 

you would like to help. The next day of service is 

Friday, March 6, 2020. 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY!                     
We resume our ongoing study of Anne 
Lamott’s book, Grace Eventually, Tues-
day, February 11, 10 a.m., in the home of 
Georgiana Sumner, 525 Westview Dr., 
Athens. This week we’ll complete our 
discussion of our book as we look at the 
last section, “Earth School”.  Come join 
us for great conversation, fellowship, 
and refreshments! We will take a two-
week hiatus from our conversations and 
resume our gatherings on March 3 
where our conversations will center 
around Lenten spiritual practices. Heidi 
Haverkamp’s book, Holy Solitude: Lenten 
Reflections with Saints, Prophets, and Re-
bels will guide our discussion. If you 
would like a book, please call Karen 
Wetherington in the church office to 
place your order, 706.548.2756.  Rindy 
Trouteaud facilitates. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT for                            
Week Ending 2/02/2020 

ANTICIPATED PLEDGES: 

$276,484.23 

 ACTUAL PLEDGES: 

$276,631.73 

 Thank you for your faithful giving! 

Souper Bowl of Caring:                       
$1,768.00 

Bowden Vocations Fund:  

$1,600.00 

Prayer Concerns: Libby Wright, John Chamblee’s Aunt, now in hospice care; Caren Snook 

feeling stronger; Ellie McMinn doing well at home; Anne Page at Avery Place #145;                 

Ruth Brewster at  Arbor Terrace #222; Pauline Marshall at Highland Hills #112;                       

and John & Elizabeth Brewer, & Anna Holshouser at home.  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS Feb. 10—16 

Monday  Deuteronomy 30: 11-14                                                                         

Tuesday   Deuteronomy  30: 15-20                                                                             

Wednesday   Psalm 119: 1-8                                                                      

Thursday   Psalm 119: 17-32                                                                           

Friday   Psalm 119: 17-32                                                                                       

Saturday    I Corinthians 3: 1-9                                                                                    

Sunday                      Matthew 5: 21-26   

ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED! 

           Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday, February 13th Beginning promptly at 9:30am.                                                                        

Please read the  Horizon’s study guide, “Love Carved in Stone” chapter 6.  

Soup & Bread luncheon will follow.  You are invited to bring your favorite 

soup and/or bread to share.                                                                        

Please come and be fed spiritually and physically. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY 

TEAM MEETING –TODAY- FEBRUARY 

9th after the 10:45am worship                

service.  Join us as we prepare Valen-

tine cards to send to our college stu-

dents and home bound members and 

friends.  We will  also discuss activities 

for the upcoming year. Refreshments 

will be served.                                                                    

Luanne Rigsby, Coordinator for the 

Congregational Care Ministry 
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Did you know that Covenant has an Emergency Food Pantry?  

In partnership with the Food Bank of Northeast Georgia, our Emergency Food Pantry exists to distrib-
ute food to families and individuals in need. For some, this need is on-going. For others, this need may 
be temporary.  

Covenant’s Food Pantry is available on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 1PM-4PM.  

Did you know that we need volunteers to help distribute the food? 

Here is what is needed: 

1. Two volunteers each Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 1-4. You can just sign up for 1 day, or for 
multiple days. You can also share the 3-hour time slot with 2 friends! 

2. When someone comes in requesting food, one person will assist the person in filling out the required 
one page form, and the other person will go to the food pantry, put the food in the bag, place it in the 
grocery cart and take the cart to the person.  

Interested?  

Call or email Betsy Pless 540-1719   bppless@gmail.com              

OR- click the link below for an easy sign up.   

Please sign up for Covenant Food Pantry!   
Here's how it works in 3 easy steps:  
 

1. Click this link to go to our invitation page on SignUp.com:  https://signup.com/login/
entry/611848298042   

2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register an account                                                       
on SignUp.com)  

3. Sign up! Choose your spots - SignUp.com will send you an automated confirmation and reminders. 
Easy!  
 
Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your email 
address, please contact me and I can sign you up manually. 

 
Thanks so much for your willingness to assist our neighbors in need! 

Heart of Covenant Update 

Built into the practice of God's people is the idea of rest. Once a week we are given the gift 

of Sabbath (whether we take it or not); farmers know the value of letting a field lie fallow; 

and every now and then we take time off from our normal work and study to recharge 

out batteries during a sabbatical.  

This year we're going to take a break from the Heart of Covenant games and dinner night 

that has traditionally happened close to Valentine's Day. Not because it's not a good idea 

or a good time, but because the Fellowship Ministry Team is rebuilding and reimagining 

it's mission. So this year we invite you to consider sharing your time and creative ideas 

with Fellowship; after all, the church is not only called to love it's neighbors but to be in-

tentional about loving and enjoying one another.                                                                                     

Please contact our new Fellowship chair Kay Brooks (kbrooks1471@charter.net) if the                   

Fellowship Ministry Team tugs at your heart. 

mailto:bppless@gmail.com
https://signup.com/login/entry/611848298042
https://signup.com/login/entry/611848298042
mailto:kbrooks1471@charter.net
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FEBRUARY IS ARBOR MONTH!                                                         
“Whoops!  Information on the Green Dream Bulletin Board is                 
correct BUT Mayor Kelly Girtz has proclaimed Friday, February 14                    
OFFICIAL ATHENS ARBOR DAY. “    

2020, ACC/UGA Combined Arbor Day Celebration –                      
February 14th, 2020 at 2:00 PM 
The Athens Mayor has signed a proclamation to officially                  
declare February 14th, 2020 as Athens’ Arbor Day.  Athens 
has recently been designated as a Tree City USA for 
the 20th year in a row by the National Arbor Day Founda-
tion.  This honor has been bestowed to Athens Clarke County in recognition 
of Athens’ dedication to the care of the trees that help define the character of our                         
community and make it such a special place.     
Representatives from Athens Clarke County (ACC), the University of Georgia (UGA), The Com-
munity Tree Council (CTC), the Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC), and Keep Athens Clarke 
County Beautiful (KACCB) will meet up on a completed section of the Firefly Trail 
(between S. Peter St. and Inglewood Ave.) where nine new trees are to be planted.  The 
CTC has donated nine balled and burlapped trees to Athens Clarke County from the Trees 
for Tomorrow Program for the Firefly Trail.  The CTC, ACC’s Landscape Management, and 
Leisure Services were involved in the planning of the tree planting project.  ACC’s Landscape 
Management’s Parks crews will be digging the planting holes and placing the trees in 
their new locations.  UGA has engaged as a partner in open collaboration with the Athens 
Community by providing and assistance and KACCB has served in an advisory role for the 
tree planting project. 
The Combined Arbor Day event is a celebration of the collaboration of our community part-
ners for the purpose of improving the quality of life for Athens Clarke County’s citizens 
through the planting and maintenance of trees.  The Athens Arbor Day Celebration will          
consist of backfilling the holes of the newly planted trees with soil on a section of the newly 
constructed Firefly Trail (between S. Peter St. and Inglewood Ave).  Mulch will then be spread 
around the trees to help improve their planting sites.  An official representative of                    
Athens Clarke County will read the Athens Arbor Day Proclamation. The celebration will           
conclude with the Georgia Forestry Commission giving away free bare root saplings. The 
public is invited to attend.  A Free bare root sapling will be given to participants, who will be 
encouraged to plant and nurture in a suitable location for the benefit 
of future Athenians.  Please note, parking may limited.  The Firefly Trail will need to be            
accessed either by walking up the ramp onto the trail bridge from Poplar Street, from Peter 
Street, or from Inglewood Ave. Limited parking may be found at 286 S Poplar St, 354 S            
Peter Street, or in a safe parking place along S Poplar Street, S Peter Street, or Inglewood 
Ave. Please be prepared to walk one or more blocks and make sure to dress for the            
weather.    
  
 



10  



11  



12  

WORSHIP—February 16, 2020 

8:30am                                                                                                                                                  

Reader:    Dianne Simpson                                                                                                                         

Ushers:    Wayne Crowell, Alan Edwards   

10:45am                                                                                                                                                      

Reader:  Sandy Whitney                                                                                                              

Ushers: Jerry & Sarah Shannon, Dick & Paula Zimdars, Marie Ballard-Myer  

Greeters:  Betsy Pless, Shari  & Jimmy Cobb                                                                                

Congregational Care:  Bert Ballard-Myer                                                                              

Counters:  Judy Capie, Katy Terry                                                                                                        

Flowers:  Juergen Wiegel                                                                                                                      

Plant Care:  Frank Allen                                                                                                                

Open the Building:  Rich Reaves                                                                                                 

Close the Building:  Alex Clark                                                                                              

Grounds Stewards:  Hank Tweedell (Feb. 17-23)                                                    

Nursery/Super:   Annmarie Braswell                                                                                   

Birth—Walking:  Annmarie Braswell                                                                                          

Walking—5 years old: Sydney & Delaney Braswell, Tim Foutz 

WEEK OF  February 16, 2020— Family Promise Ends                                                                                       
SUNDAY– 8:30am Worship                                                                                                               
9:30 Church School for all                                                                                                                    
10:45am  Worship                                                                                                                                       
12:30pm Confirmation Class                                                                                                
3:30pm Debtors Anonymous                                                                                                         

MONDAY–                                                                                                                           
OFFICE CLOSED                                                                                                                        
5:30pm—6:30pm Diabetes Clinic in Conference Room                                                                                        
6:30pm Scouts                                                                                                                                           
7pm—8pm AA (New Freedom) 

TUESDAY–                                                                                                                         
9:30am Athens Mothers Center                                                                                                    
10am Adult Bible Study at Katy Terry’s                                                                                                                            
8pm New Freedom                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                  
WEDNESDAY– 8:30am—9:30am New Freedom                                                                                                               
10:00am Adult Bible Study                                                                                                           
5:30pm—7:00pm Covenant Connection                                                                                
6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal                                                                                                 
6:30pm Adult Bible Study                                                                                                                 
7:30pm Adult Choir                                                                                           

THURSDAY–                                                                                                                                                            
2pm Knitters and Knotters                                                                                                                                  
6:15pm Yoga                                                                                                                                      
7:30pm Worship Team Meeting                                                                                                     
7:30pm CR                                                                    

FRIDAY–                                                                                                                                         
Confirmation Class to Koinonia Farms thru Feb 23rd                                                                                                                                 
9:30am Athens Mothers Center                                                                                                    
3:30pm The Cave                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
8pm New Freedom   

SATURDAY–  Fellowship Hall Cleaned                                                                                         
10:30am OEA in Upper Room                                                                                                          

WORSHIP—February 09, 2020 

8:30am                                                                                                                                                  

Reader:    Sonja Holden                                                                                                                  

Ushers:    Judy Capie,                                                                                                                   

10:45am                                                                                                                                                

Reader:  Juergen Wiegel                                                                                                               

Ushers: Phil & Sallie Hale, Dianne Simpson                                                        

Greeters:  Katy Terry, Gloria Pylant                                                                                                 

Congregational Care:  Bert Ballard-Myer                                                                              

Counters:  Ellen Stoneburner, Bill Barstow                                                                               

Flowers:  Juergen Wiegel                                                                                                                      

Plant Care:  Frank Allen                                                                                                                

Open the Building:  Alan Edwards                                                                                                 

Close the Building:  Phil Koehler                                                                                               

Grounds Stewards:  Don Bower (Feb. 10—16)                                                                      

Nursery/Super:   Don Bower                                                                                                         

Birth—Walking:  Don Bower                                                                                                        

Walking—5 years old: Megan Sperr, Lily Herndon, Carrie Tweedell 

                                                                                                                                                        WEEK OF  February 09, 2020—  Family Promise Begins                                                                                                                           
SUNDAY– 8:30am Worship                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
9:30 Church School for all                                                                                                                    
10:45am  Worship                                  12:15pm Congregational Care Meeting                                                                                                                                  
12:30pm Confirmation Class                                                                                                
3:30pm Debtors Anonymous                                                                                                          

MONDAY–                                                                                                                           
OFFICE CLOSED                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
NO Scouts                                                                                                                                           
7pm—8pm AA (New Freedom) 

TUESDAY–                                                                                                                         
9:30am Athens Mothers Center                                                                                                    
10am Adult Bible Study at Georgiana Sumner’s                                                             
12:30pm Grad Covered Dish Luncheon                                                                                  
7:30pm Athens Stamp Club                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
8pm New Freedom                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                  
WEDNESDAY– 8:30am—9:30am New Freedom                                                                                                                                       
10:00am Adult Bible Study                                                                                                           
5:30pm—7:00pm Covenant Connection                                                                                
6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal                                                                                                 
6:30pm Adult Bible Study                                         7:00pm LAG                                                                                                              
7:30pm Adult Choir                                                                                                         

THURSDAY– 9:30am PW Bible Study in the Gathering Room                                                                                                                                    
9:30am Presbytery E A T                                                                                                           
11am Committee on Ministry                                                                                                                                       
2pm Knitters and Knotters                                                                                                                                  
6:15pm Yoga                                                                                                                                      
7:30pm CR                                                                   8pm Happy Squares                                                                                                                     

FRIDAY–                                                                                                                                            
9:30am Athens Mothers Center                                                                                                                                     
3:30pm The Cave                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
8pm New Freedom   

SATURDAY–                                                                                                                             
7:30am FEAST FOOD TRUCK DISTRIBUTION                                                                                                                                                                                      
Fellowship Hall Cleaned                                                                                         
10:30am OEA in Upper Room                                                                                                          
2pm Grace Eubank Memorial Serve at Lord & Stephens (eastside)                                                                                                                                                                                               


