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Covenant Presbyterian Church 

“A Song in Our Heart!” 



�ĞĂƌ��ŽǀĞŶĂŶƚ�&ĂŵŝůǇ͕ 
 
 dŚĞ�ƚŚĞŵĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ��ĚǀĞŶƚ��ĞǀŽƟŽŶĂů�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŝƐ�͞��^ŽŶŐ�ŝŶ�KƵƌ�,ĞĂƌƚ͕͟�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇ�ĨĞĞůƐ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ĂƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŶŽ-ŐŽŽĚ͕�ŵŝƐĞƌĂďůĞ͕�ƚĞƌƌŝďůĞ�ĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�Ă�ǇĞĂƌ�
ŵĂƌĐŚĞƐ�ŽŶ͘��ŌĞƌ�Ăůů͕�͞��^ŽŶŐ�ŽŶ�KƵƌ�>ŝƉƐ͟�ŝƐ�ŚĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƵůů�Žī�ǁŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ǁĞĂƌŝŶŐ�Ă�
ŵĂƐŬ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞ͕�ũƵƐƚ�ŝƐŶ͛ƚ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ŝĚĞĂ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŶŽǁ�ĂŶǇǁĂǇ͘�
^Ž�/�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞĂ�ŽĨ�ŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽŶŐƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ŝŶĐƵďĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ŚĞĂƌƚƐ͘ 
  
 dŚĂƚ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂůƐŽ�ŐŝǀĞƐ�ƵƐ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ƐŝŶŐ�ǁŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ĨĞĞů�–�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŽŶ�
ŵĂŶǇ�ĚĂǇƐ�ŵĂǇ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ƐŽŶŐƐ�ŽĨ�ũŽǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐŐŝǀŝŶŐ͘��Ƶƚ�ŐƵĞƐƐ�ǁŚĂƚ͍�dŚŽƐĞ�ĐŽŶŇŝĐƚͲ
ĞĚ�ĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐ͕�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŚŽŶĞƐƚ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ŶĂǀŝŐĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ��Ks/�-ϭϵ�
ǁŝůĚĞƌŶĞƐƐ͕�ŶŽƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝƚƌŝŽů�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�ĞŶĚůĞƐƐ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞƌƵƉƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ƚŽŽ-ůŽŶŐ-ƐƵƉƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ�ƌĂĐŝĂů�ŝŶũƵƐƟĐĞƐ͕�Ăůů�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƵƚƐ�ƵƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů����������������
ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ƟŵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂĐĞƐ͘�dŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�ŶŽ�ĚŽƵďƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�
ŚĂǀĞ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƐŝŶŐŝŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘��ǀĞƌ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�DŝƌŝĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�DŽƐĞƐ�ƐĂŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ������
ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ�ƐŽŶŐ�ĂŌĞƌ�WŚĂƌĂŽŚ͛Ɛ�ĂƌŵǇ�͞ŐŽƚ�ĚƌŽǁŶĞĚ-ĞĚ͕͟�ǁĞ͛ǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�
ĐŽŵƉŽƐĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚŽƌŝƐƚĞƌƐ͘�tŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŚŽ�ƐŝŶŐ�ŽŶůǇ�ŽŶĞ�ŬŝŶĚ�
ŽĨ�ƐŽŶŐ͘�/ŶƐƚĞĂĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�'ŽĚ�ŝƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ăůů�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ͕�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�
ďĞĞŶ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƵŶĂĨƌĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ůŝŌ�ƵƉ�ůĂŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƚĞƐƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ƐŚŽƵƚƐ�ŽĨ�ũŽǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ŚŽƉĞ͘�/Ŷ�ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ�ŐŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ďĂĚ͕�ǁĞ�ůŝŌ�ŽƵƌ�ǀŽŝĐĞƐ�–�ĞǀĞŶ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽƵŶĚƐ���
ŵƵƐƚ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ͘ 
  

 >Ğƚ�ŵĞ�ƚŚĂŶŬ�Ăůů�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͛Ɛ��ĚǀĞŶƚ�ĚĞǀŽƟŽŶĂů�����������������
ƐŽŶŐďŽŽŬ͕�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŐŝŌĞĚ�ƵƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞ�ǀŝƌƚƵĂů�
ŽīĞƌŝŶŐƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ͘�&Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĚĞĞƉůǇ�ďůĞƐƐĞĚ�ďǇ�
ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽƵƌ�ƐŝƐƚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�KůŽŵŽƵĐ͕��ǌĞĐŚ�ZĞƉƵďůŝĐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ�
ŝƐ�ŶŽ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶ͘�KƵƌ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽŶŐŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƐŝŶŐŝŶŐ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ƵƐ�ĂƐ�ďŽƚŚ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ�ďĞŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĞŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂŶĚĞŵŝĐ͘�
/�ĂůƐŽ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ƚŽ�WĂŵ�<ŶŽǆ͕�<ĂƌĞŶ�tĞƚŚĞƌŝŶŐƚŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ZŝŶĚǇ�dƌŽƵƚĞĂƵĚ�
ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ǁŚŽŵ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǀŽůƵŵĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞĚ�Žƌ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ͘� 
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Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Advent Devotional Booklet, 2020 
͞��^ŽŶŐ�ŝŶ�KƵƌ�,ĞĂƌƚƐ͊͟ 

��������������³3UDLVH�EH�WR�WKH�/RUG��WKH�*RG�RI�,VUDHO� 
    EHFDXVH�KH�KDV�FRPH�WR�KLV�SHRSOH�DQG����������������������������
 ���������UHGHHPHG�WKHP�´�/XNH����������������������������������������������������������������������������������
  
Through the weeks of Advent, may we prepare our hearts to                    
receive the peace of heaven, come to earth, as Christ’s peace 
is born anew in us at Christmastide.  Let us go out into the 
world with joy, and return with the gift of peace! 
  
God comes to us in Christ Jesus- - as a child needing our 
help, whose face lights our way, who shows us God’s good-
ness, and who walks with us on life’s journey 
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6\PEROV�RI�$GYHQW 

  
  ³$GYHQW´�PHDQV�³D�FRPLQJ�´�DQG�WKH�IRXU�ZHHNV�SUHFHGLQJ�&KULVWPDV� 
  NQRZQ�DV�WKH�$GYHQW�6HDVRQ��WDNH�RQ�VSHFLDO�PHDQLQJ�IRU�&KULVWLDQV 
  WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUOG�DV�WKH\�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�*RG¶V�JUHDW�JLIW� 
  RI�/RYH—-HVXV�&KULVW��ZKRVH�ELUWK�EULQJV�QHZ�OLIH�DQG�KRSH�WR�DOO� 
 
  7KH�$GYHQW�ZUHDWK��XVHG�DW�&RYHQDQW�HDFK�RI�WKH�IRXU�6XQGD\V�LQ 
  $GYHQW��KDV�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�V\PEROLVP���<RX�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�PDNH� 
  DQ�$GYHQW�ZUHDWK�IRU�\RXU�KRPH�DQG�XVH�LW�HDFK�6XQGD\�-�RU�PRUH 
  RIWHQ�-�DV�\RX�UHDG�\RXU�$GYHQW�GHYRWLRQDOV�SUHSDUHG�E\�&RYHQDQW� 
  PHPEHUV�DQG�IULHQGV� 
 
   
 ��������� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  7KH�IRXU�$GYHQW�FDQGOHV�DUH�HTXDOO\�VSDFHG�DURXQG�WKH�ZUHDWK��DQG�RQ 
  WKH�ILUVW�6XQGD\�LQ�$GYHQW��RQH�FDQGOH�LV�OLW���2Q�HDFK�VXFFHHGLQJ�6XQGD\ 
  DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�FDQGOH�LV�OLW�XQWLO��RQ�WKH�6XQGD\�EHIRUH�&KULVWPDV��DOO 
  FDQGOHV�EXUQ�EULJKWO\��ZLWK�WKH�&KULVW�&DQGOH�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU� 
 
  7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�RWKHU�V\PEROV�RI�$GYHQW��DQG�\RX�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR 
  GLVFRYHU��XVH��DQG�ILQG�PHDQLQJ�LQ�DV�PDQ\�DV�\RX�FDQ�VR�WKDW�WKLV�$GYHQW 
  6HDVRQ�PD\�EH�D�PHDQLQJIXO�WLPH�IRU�\RX�DQG�WKRVH�\RX�ORYH� 
 

 

7+(�:5($7+�-�PDGH�RI�ZLUH��JUDSHYLQHV��VW\URIRDP�����������
HWF���-ZLWK�QR�EHJLQQLQJ�DQG�QR�HQG��V\PEROL]HV�WKH�����������
HWHUQDO�QDWXUH�DQG�ORYH�RI�*RG� 
 
7+(�*5((1(5<�-�XVHG�IRU�DQ�$GYHQW�ZUHDWK�UHPLQGV���������
XV�RI�HYHUODVWLQJ�OLIH�IRXQG�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV� �������
&KULVW� 
 
7+(�5('�%(55,(6�-�OLNH�GURSV�RI�EORRG��UHPLQG�XV�RI�������
&KULVW¶V�EORRG��VKHG�IRU�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�RXU�VLQV� 
 
7+(�&$1'/(6�-�VRPHWLPHV�5('�FDQGOHV��WKH�FRORU�RI��������
EORRG��DUH�XVHG�WR�UHSUHVHQW�OLIH��6RPHWLPHV�3853/(��������
FDQGOHV�DUH�XVHG���UHSUHVHQWLQJ��UR\DOW\—&KULVW� �������
WKH�.,1*��� 6RPHWLPHV�D�526(�RU�3,1.�FDQGOH�LV�IRU�WKH�
7KLUG�6XQGD\�RI�$GYHQW��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�*DXGHWH��UHMRLFH��
6XQGD\��6RPHWLPHV�D�WDOOHU�:+,7(�FDQGOH��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�
385,7<�LV�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�ZUHDWK�DQG�OLJKWHG�
RQ�&KULVWPDV�'D\� 
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First Week of Advent 
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Sunday, November 29                                                     Mark 13: 24-37 
  

The Advent of the Son of Man      

The days before Advent brings the message of the Apocalypse. We read  sections 
in Gospels dealing with the so called “last things“.  Mark shows us very                
dramatically what is “at hand“. In the 13th chapter we read of many woes. Wars, 
earthquakes, hunger, persecution, enemies, and false prophets.  
In present days we could say – and the pandemics! Despite that the evangelist 
does not mention this.  We feel threatened by many circumstances and dangers of 
our present. 
We do not know when the infection will be over.  After the spring and summer 
optimism, the Czech Republic is going to face the big difficulty as for the COVID 
19. We are now in European pinnacle. That means - we are falling from the top to 
the bottom, and we can hardly see – as we say – the light at the end of the         
tunnel .  
But despite all dark predictions, despite the growing fear, despite many voices 
who like to haunt people, we can see the hope. When Jesus says that his followers 
must reckon with many troubles, he also says that all those horrible things will 
just precede his coming. And he will come as certainly as the fig tree´s blossom-
ing predicts the summer.  
 He will “come in clouds with the power and the glory“. We don´t know the exact 
term of his Advent, but we have to be ready to welcome him.  
So – be awake, says the Son of man. This is the very center of the apocalyptical 
message.  Not the catastrophes, not pains, and disasters will be seen – but the 
living, eternal Jesus Christ.  
Dear friends in Athens, many greetings to you all from Olomouc. We wish you the 
blessed Advent and Christmas. And regardless the dangerous circumstances, 
there´s no need to lose our hope and joy !   

                                                                                                                             
     
  Yours,                        
      
   Jan Lukáã, Olomouc  
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0RQGD\��1RYHPEHU����������������������������������������������³0\�/RUG�:KDW�D�0RUQLQJ�´ 
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������*ORU\�WR�*RG�+\PQDO���� 

 
,� DP� ZULWLQJ� WKLV� RQ� D� JORULRXV� 2FWREHU�
0RQGD\�PRUQLQJ��:KDW� D�EHDXWLIXO� GD\� LW�
LV� WRGD\��<RX� DUH� UHDGLQJ� WKLV� RQ� DQRWKHU�
0RQGD\��ZKLFK�PD\� EH� JORULRXV� �RU� QRW���
/DWH�1RYHPEHU�ZHDWKHU�LV�QRW�XVXDOO\�OLNH�
2FWREHU� ZHDWKHU� LQ� $WKHQV�� )RU� VRPH��������������
SHRSOH��0RQGD\V�DUH�QHYHU�GD\V� WR� HQMR\��
EHFDXVH� WKH\�PDUN� WKH� UHWXUQ� WR�ZRUN�DQG�
DQ� HQG� WR� WKH�ZHHNHQG� DQG� WKHLU� WLPH� IRU�
UHOD[DWLRQ�� ,� HQMR\� P\� ZRUN� DQG� VR�������������

0RQGD\V�DUH�QRW�KDUG�IRU�PH��%XW� ,�DGPLW� WKDW� LQ�������DOO�GD\V�IHHO�D� ORW�DOLNH�DQG�LI�
\RX�DUH�UHWLUHG��RI�FRXUVH��\RX�PD\�WKDW�IHHO�WKDW�ZD\�DOO�WKH�WLPH��,Q�DQ\�FDVH��ZHOFRPH� 
7KLV�LV�WKH�ILUVW�ZHHN�RI�$GYHQW��DQG�VR�ZH�DUH�MXVW�EHJLQQLQJ�RXU�MRXUQH\�WR�&KULVWPDV�
DQG�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�WKH�&KULVW�&KLOG��7KH�VN\�LV�JURZLQJ�GDUNHU�DQG�WKH�ILUVW�VWDUV�DUH�MXVW�
VWDUWLQJ� WR� DSSHDU� EHIRUH� WKH� JUHDW� EOD]LQJ� VWDU� WKDW� DQQRXQFHV� WKH� ELUWK� RI� -HVXV�ZLOO������������
DSSHDU�� 6LQFH� LW� LV� $GYHQW� DQG� ZH� DUH� ORRNLQJ� IRUZDUG� WR� WKH� FRPLQJ� RI� WKH� .LQJ��������������
WRGD\¶V�VRQJ�LV�D�SHUIHFW�ILW�EHFDXVH�LW�UHPLQGV�XV�WKDW�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�GD\V��-HVXV�WKH�.LQJ�
ZLOO�FRPH�DJDLQ�DV�WKRVH�VWDUV�EHJLQ�WR�IDOO��DV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKH�%RRN�RI�5HYHODWLRQ� 
,�DP�H[FLWHG�WKDW�WKLV�\HDU¶V�GHYRWLRQDO�LQFRUSRUDWHV�ERWK�VFULSWXUH�DQG�PXVLF�EHFDXVH�,�
UHDOO\�PLVV�WKH�PXVLF�DW�&RYHQDQW��DQG�WKLV�ZD\�,�FDQ�HQMR\�D�OLWWOH�SLHFH�RI�KHDYHQ�ZLWK�
P\�GHYRWLRQDO� UHDGLQJ�� ,� KRSH� WKDW� \RX�ZLOO� WDNH� WKH� FKDQFH� WR� VLQJ� RU� OLVWHQ� WR� WKHVH�
VRQJV��RU�DW�OHDVW�UHDG�WKH�YHUVHV��3DP�.QR[ 

 
 

5HIUDLQ��0\�/RUG��ZKDW�D�PRUQLQJ� 
P\�/RUG��ZKDW�D�PRUQLQJ� 
2�P\�/RUG��ZKDW�D�PRUQLQJ� 
ZKHQ�WKH�VWDUV�EHJLQ�WR�IDOO� 
ZKHQ�WKH�VWDUV�EHJLQ�WR�IDOO� 

 
���<RX�ZLOO�KHDU�WKH�WUXPSHW�VRXQG 
WR�ZDNH�WKH�QDWLRQV�XQGHUJURXQG� 
ORRNLQJ�WR�P\�*RG
V�ULJKW�KDQG� 

ZKHQ�WKH�VWDUV�EHJLQ�WR�IDOO��>5HIUDLQ@ 
 

 
KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y P-R'5���-%$ 
0DULDQ�$QGHUVRQ��6RORLVW� 
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Tuesday,  December 1                                                          Isaiah 9: 2-7  
,VDLDK����-���7KH�SHRSOH�ZDONLQJ�LQ�GDUNQHVV�KDYH�VHHQ�D�JUHDW�OLJKW��RQ�WKRVH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�ODQG�RI�

GHHS�GDUNQHVV�D�OLJKW�KDV�GDZQHG���<RX�KDYH�HQODUJHG�WKH�QDWLRQ�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�WKHLU�MR\��WKH\�

UHMRLFH�EHIRUH�\RX�DV�SHRSOH�UHMRLFH�DW�WKH�KDUYHVW��DV�ZDUULRUV�UHMRLFH�ZKHQ�GLYLGLQJ�WKH�SOXQGHU��
�)RU�DV�LQ�WKH�GD\�RI�0LGLDQ
V�GHIHDW��\RX�KDYH�VKDWWHUHG�WKH�\RNH�WKDW�EXUGHQV�WKHP��WKH�EDU�

DFURVV�WKHLU�VKRXOGHUV��WKH�URG�RI�WKHLU�RSSUHVVRU���(YHU\�ZDUULRU
V�ERRW�XVHG�LQ�EDWWOH�DQG�HYHU\�

JDUPHQW�UROOHG�LQ�EORRG�ZLOO�EH�GHVWLQHG�IRU�EXUQLQJ��ZLOO�EH�IXHO�IRU�WKH�ILUH���)RU�WR�XV�D�FKLOG�LV�

ERUQ��WR�XV�D�VRQ�LV�JLYHQ��DQG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLOO�EH�RQ�KLV�VKRXOGHUV��$QG�KH�ZLOO�EH�

FDOOHG�:RQGHUIXO�&RXQVHORU��0LJKW\�*RG��(YHUODVWLQJ�)DWKHU��3ULQFH�RI�3HDFH���2I�WKH��

JUHDWQHVV�RI�KLV�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�SHDFH�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�HQG��+H�ZLOO�UHLJQ�RQ�'DYLG
V�WKURQH�

DQG�RYHU�KLV�NLQJGRP��HVWDEOLVKLQJ�DQG�XSKROGLQJ�LW�ZLWK�MXVWLFH�DQG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�IURP�WKDW�WLPH�

RQ�DQG�IRUHYHU��7KH�]HDO�RI�WKH�/25'�$OPLJKW\�ZLOO�DFFRPSOLVK�WKLV� 
 

7DNH�WLPH�WR�UHIOHFW�RQ�WKH�QDPHV�XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�RXU�/RUG��� 
:RQGHUIXO� &RXQVHORU�� $� FRXQVHORU� LV� VRPHRQH� ZKR� OLVWHQV�� ZKR� JLYHV� JXLGDQFH����������������
6\QRQ\PV� LQFOXGH� DGYLVRU�� FRQVXOWDQW�� JXLGH� DQG�PHQWRU�� � +DYH� \RX� WDONHG� WR� -HVXV� DV�
\RXU�FRXQVHORU�ODWHO\"��+DYH�\RX�VRXJKW�KLV�IHHGEDFN��KLV�JXLGDQFH�LQ�SUD\HU�DQG�QDWXUH"��
:DON�LQ�WKH�ZRRGV��/HW�\RXU�VRXO�VSHDN�IRU�\RX�DQG�WKHQ�VHH�LI�\RX�FDQ�TXLHW�\RXU�PLQG�WR�
KHDU�KLV�UHVSRQVH��+H�ZDQWV�XV�WR�WDON�WR�+LP��� 
0LJKW\� *RG�� 0LJKW\� LV� WR� SRVVHVV� JUHDW� DQG� LPSUHVVLYH� SRZHU�� ����� KDV� EHHQ� D��������������
WXPXOWXRXV�\HDU��'DUH�,�VD\�OLNH�D�VWRUP�RQ�WKH�VHD���-HVXV�RQFH�FDOPHG�WKH�ZDYHV���+H�LV�
PLJKW\���+H�FDQ�KDQGOH�DEVROXWHO\�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�FDQQRW���,I�\RX�DUH�DQ\WKLQJ�OLNH�PH��
\RX�KDYH�WKLV�WHUULEOH�KDELW�RI�KDYLQJ�SULGH��7KLV�NHHSV�XV�IURP�DVNLQJ�IRU�KHOS���7KLV�JLYHV�
XV�WKH�IDOVH�FRQILGHQFH�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�KDQGOH�LW��:H�KDYH�D�PLJKW\�*RG���*LYH�KLP�ZKDW�\RX�
NHHS�WU\LQJ�WR�FDUU\��<RX�GRQ¶W�QHHG�WR�FDUU\�LW�DQ\PRUH� 
(YHUODVWLQJ� )DWKHU��(YHUODVWLQJ� VHHPV� VHOI-H[SODQDWRU\�� %XW� KXPDQV� KDYH� D� KDUG� WLPH�
SV\FKRORJLFDOO\�JUDVSLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWKRXW�HQG�� � �(QGOHVV��HWHUQDO��XQG\LQJ�� �+H�NQRZV�
WKH�SDVW��SUHVHQW��DQG�IXWXUH���:H�NQRZ�RXU�SDVW��OLYH�RXU�SUHVHQW�DQG�KRSH�-PD\EH�IHDU"�–�
IRU�RXU�IXWXUH���7DNH�VWUHQJWK��IULHQGV��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�KH�LV�EHIRUH�DIWHU�XV���)DWKHU��7R�EH�
KRQHVW�� WKLV� WHUP� LV� QRZ� FRQWURYHUVLDO�� �1RW� HYHU\RQH� JUHZ� XS�ZLWK� D� IDWKHU-ILJXUH� DQG�
VRPH�JUHZ�XS�ZLWK�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�D�JRRG�IDWKHU���,�JUHZ�XS�ZLWK�D�)DWKHU�ZKR�ZDV�VWULFW��
ZKR�H[SHFWHG�D�ORW�IURP�PH��EXW�,�DOVR�NQHZ�,�ZDV�ORYHG���*RG�LV�SHUIHFW���6R�HYHU\WKLQJ�
RXU�HDUWKO\� IDWKHUV�DUH�QRW��*RG� LV� VR�PXFK�PRUH�� �6RPHRQH� WR� ORRN�XS� WR�� WR� VHHN�KHOS�
IURP��WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQV�WR��3UD\�WRGD\�DQG�DVN�IRU�KHDOLQJ�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�LQ�\RXU�UHOD�
WLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU� 
3ULQFH�RI�3HDFH�� �3ULQFH�PHDQV� OHDGHU�� VRQ�RI�D�NLQJ�� UXOHU�� �:H�VHUYH� DQ�HWHUQDO�NLQJ���
:RUOGO\� OHDGHUVKLS�ZLOO� FRPH� DQG� JR� DQG� DOZD\V� IDOO� VKRUW�� � -HVXV� SURYLGHV� XV� D� OHDGHU�
ZKR�QHYHU�IDLOV�XV��GRHV�QRW�IDOO�VKRUW���9HUVH����³2I�WKH�JUHDWQHVV�RI�KLV�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�
SHDFH�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�HQG��³��� 
*RG�EH�ZLWK�\RX��0HUU\�&KULVWPDV����$EE\� 



� 

Wednesday, December 2                           Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

5HEHFFD�6LOYHU��$UWLVW KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y �(-=47DOFXR 
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7KXUVGD\��'HFHPEHU��  � ���� ����������������������� ,VDLDK������-�� 
 
%UHDWK�RI�/LIH 
��)RU�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�KDV�PDGH�PH��DQG�WKH�EUHDWK�RI�WKH�$OPLJKW\�JLYHV�PH�OLIH� 

 
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 :KHQ�,�PHGLWDWH��,�UHFDOO�WLPHV�,�OHDUQHG�DERXW�EUHDWK��,VDLDK����LV�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�
WKH�DOWR�DULD�LQ�+DQGHO¶V�0HVVLDK��D�VKRUW�SLHFH�DVVLJQHG�WR�PH�E\�P\�YRLFH�WHDFKHU��0\U�
QD�5RVH�5REHUWVRQ��,�VWRRG�DW�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�KHU�SLDQR��FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�RQ�DLU�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�
P\�OXQJV�DQG�WKH�VKDSH�RI�P\�PRXWK�DV�,�VHQW�WKH�DLU�WKURXJK��7KHVH�H[HUFLVHV�SURYLGHG�
WKH�FRQGLWLRQLQJ�WR�FDUU\�RII�D�UROH�LQ�WKH�PXVLFDO��³*RGVSHOO�´�ZKLFK�DOVR�KDV�VRPH�O\ULFV�
IRXQG�LQ�,VDLDK�����7UDLQLQJ�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�&ODUNH�&HQWUDO�&KRUDOH�SUHSDUHG�PH�WR�VLQJ�
ZLWK�D�PL[HG�FKRUXV�LQ�WLPHOHVV�DQG�WRZHULQJ�VDFUHG�SODFHV�RI�(XURSH�WKH�VXPPHU�,�
JUDGXDWHG��7KRVH�DUH�WKH�NLQG�RI�VRQJ�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�JHW�LQWR�\RXU�'1$�DQG�UHPDLQ�
WKHUH� 

:DLWLQJ�DQG�DWWHQGLQJ�KDV�FRPH�WR�XV�DOO�YHU\�HDUO\��VWUHWFKLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKLV�\HDU� 
 

+H�JLYHV�VWUHQJWK�WR�WKH�ZHDU\�DQG�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�ZHDN��7KRVH�ZKR 
KRSH�LQ�WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�UHQHZ�WKHLU�VWUHQJWK��7KH\�ZLOO�VRDU�RQ�ZLQJV�OLNH�HDJOHV� 

 
dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ͕�'ŽĚ͕�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŵŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ďƌĞĂƚŚ͘�dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŝŌ�ŽĨ�ƐŽŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƵƌŐĞƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƵƐĞƐ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƌŝƐĞ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ĚĞĐůĂƌĞ�ŚŽƉĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞĂĐĞ͘ 

<RX�ZKR�EULQJ�JRRG�QHZV�
WR�=LRQ��JR�XS�RQ�D�
KLJK�PRXQWDLQ� 

<RX�ZKR�EULQJ�JRRG�QHZV�WR�-HUXVDOHP�����������
OLIW�XS�\RXU�YRLFH�ZLWK�D�
VKRXW��OLIW�LW�XS��GR�QRW�EH�
DIUDLG� 

 
,ŽůǇ�̂ Ɖŝƌŝƚ͕�ďƌĞĂƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŝǀĞ�ƵƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ͘�,ĞůƉ�ƵƐ�ƋƵĞůů�ŽƵƌ�ĨĞĂƌ�ďǇ�ǇŽƵƌ���������������������

ĞŶůŝǀĞŶŝŶŐ�ĞŶĞƌŐǇ͘�dƵŶĞ�ŽƵƌ�ŚĞĂƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƐŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƉƌĂŝƐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐŝŐŶĂƚƵƌĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŚŽƌƵƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ůŝĨĞ͘�tŝƚŚ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů�ŚĞĂƌƚƐ�ǁĞ�ƌĞũŽŝĐĞ�ŝŶ��ŵŵĂŶƵĞů͗�'ŽĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƐ͘�
�ŵĞŶ͘ 

 
����� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������.DWK\�%RDUGPDQ 
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�God Promises to Rescue His People 

Isaiah 43: Israel, the Lord who created you says, “Do not be afraid. I 
will save you. I have called you by my name– you are mind. When you 
pass through deep water, I will be with you; when you pass through  
rivers your troubles will not overwhelm you. When you pass through 
fire, you will not be burned, the hard trials that come will not hurt 
you…. 

God commands us to take care of our brothers and sisters in these 
troubled times to help us serve and bring peace on Earth.  

I don’t remember ever having sung this at Covenant but I have asked 
Gene’s son, Scott Holshouser and his son (Gene’s grandson) to sing 
this song. Here it is for you to enjoy.  Anna Holshouser 

ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǇŽƵƚƵ͘ďĞͬϳŚ�YŽ�ϭE�ƐŐ 
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�$�VKRRW�ZLOO�FRPH�XS�IURP�WKH�VWXPS�RI�-HVVH��IURP�KLV�URRWV�D�
%UDQFK�ZLOO�EHDU�IUXLW���7KH�6SLULW�RI�WKH�/25'�ZLOO�UHVW�RQ�KLP-�WKH�
6SLULW�RI�ZLVGRP�DQG�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��WKH�6SLULW�RI�FRXQVHO�DQG�RI�
PLJKW��WKH�6SLULW�RI�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�IHDU�RI�WKH�/25'-��DQG�KH�ZLOO�
GHOLJKW�LQ�WKH�IHDU�RI�WKH�/25'��+H�ZLOO�QRW�MXGJH�E\�ZKDW�KH�VHHV�ZLWK�
KLV�H\HV��RU�GHFLGH�E\�ZKDW�KH�KHDUV�ZLWK�KLV�HDUV���EXW�ZLWK�ULJKWHRXV�
QHVV�KH�ZLOO�MXGJH�WKH�QHHG\��ZLWK�MXVWLFH�KH�ZLOO�JLYH�GHFLVLRQV�IRU�WKH�
SRRU�RI�WKH�HDUWK��+H�ZLOO�VWULNH�WKH�HDUWK�ZLWK�WKH�URG�RI�KLV�PRXWK��ZLWK�
WKH�EUHDWK�RI�KLV�OLSV�KH�ZLOO�VOD\�WKH�ZLFNHG���5LJKWHRXVQHVV�ZLOO�EH�KLV�
EHOW�DQG�IDLWKIXOQHVV�WKH�VDVK�DURXQG�KLV�ZDLVW� 
 
I recently ran into the etymology for the word “posterity,” and learned it 
originally described a practice of protecting the stump of a tree after it has 
been cut. This was done that no sylvan creatures might eat the new shoots 
created, all of which could become a part of the still living tree.   
 
As I understand it, these newest, leaves and stems are the most vulnerable, 
both of their lack of a tough, outer bark, but also for their tastiness.  
  
This new shoot from the stem of Jesse might be paradoxical in its needs 
and providence; the passage speaks of the fear or awe that brings, the 
power of a new justice for those in need and a dedication to protect the 
needy, yet it begins with an image that is delicate and small.  
  
The reminder of Christ in my life, the Spirit of the Lord might tickle my 
brain with small, interesting ideas, some that are even easy to swallow. But 
that could be it. That could be the end. Not for the tree, but for my connec-
tion with what my faith can be. But this passage makes me feel that we 
must respect what this branch from the tree of Jesse can become at all 
times; Christ has branched out from the greater tree to be more than a 
tasty bite for ourselves, but a great arc of justice for all. 
 
The idea that I can protect something vulnerable and small inside me, the 
beauty of the idea of Christ that manifests as my faith, and that this con-
nects me to his mission of growing protection and righteousness for all 
brings me some peace.  
 
All of that won’t really fit on a sticky note, but it’s good to remind myself. 
You know….for posterity.   Christine Carpenter 

6DWXUGD\��'HFHPEHU���������������������������������������������������������������������������������,VDLDK������-� 
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       Second Week of Advent 
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��6XQGD\��'HFHPEHU��  ��������������������������������� $V�WKH�:LQG�6RQJ��*ORU\�WR�*RG������ 

 
���$V�WKH�ZLQG�VRQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�WUHHV��DV�WKH�VWLUULQJ�RI�WKH�EUHH]H� 
6R�LW�LV�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�� 
DV�WKH�KHDUW�PDGH�VWUDQJHO\�ZDUP��DV�WKH�YRLFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWRUP�� 
6R�LW�LV�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG� 
1HYHU�VHHQ��HYHU�NQRZQ�ZKHUH�WKH�ZLQG�KDV�EORZQ� 
%ULQJLQJ�OLIH��EULQJLQJ�SRZHU�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�� 
$V�WKH�GDQFLQJ�WRQJXHV�RI�ILUH��DV�WKH�VRXO¶V�PRVW�GHHS�GHVLUH�� 
6R�LW�LV�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG� 
 
���$V�WKH�UDLQERZ�DIWHU�UDLQ��DV�WKH�KRSH�WKDW¶V�ERUQ�DJDLQ� 
6R�LW�LV�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�� 
$V�WKH�JUHHQ�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ��DV�D�NLWH�RQ�D�VWULQJ� 
6R�LW�LV�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG� 
0DNLQJ�ZRUOGV�WKDW�DUH�QHZ��PDNLQJ�SHDFH�FRPH�WUXH� 
%ULQJLQJ�JLIWV��EULQJLQJ�ORYH�WR�WKH�ZRUOG� 
$V�WKH�ULVLQJ�RI�WKH�\HDVW��DV�WKH�ZLQH�DW�WKH�IHDVW� 
6R�LW�LV�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG� 
 

7KLV� LV�P\�WZHQWLHWK�FRQVHFXWLYH�\HDU�RI�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WKH�'HFHPEHU��WK�$GYHQW�'HYR�
WLRQDO�DV�D�PHPRULDO�WR�WKH�GD\�LQ������ZKHQ�RXU�EHORYHG�GDXJKWHU��DQG�FKLOG�RI�&RYH�
QDQW���0DUQL��OHIW�XV�DQG�MRLQHG�WKH�*UHDW�6SLULW�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVH��,�DP�IHHOLQJ�GHHSO\�DI�
IHFWHG�E\�WKH�SRHWU\�RI�WKH�O\ULFV�RI�WKLV�EHDXWLIXO�K\PQ��DQG�VHQVLQJ�WKDW�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�
KDV�VRPHKRZ�EHHQ� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH�KDSSHQVWDQFHV�RI� WKLV�EHLQJ� WKH�PXVLFDO� µVFULSWXUH¶�
VHOHFWHG�IRU�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�GD\�RI�RXU�GHYRWLRQDO� 
 
,�DP�IHHOLQJ�FHUWDLQ�WKDW�0DUQL��DV�D�OLIHORQJ�VWXGHQW�DQG�ORYHU�RI�SLDQR�PXVLF—VWDUWLQJ�
ZLWK�0DU\�/LO�)RUWVRQ�KHUH�LQ�$WKHQV�� LQ�KHU�%DFKHORUV�GHJUHH�ZLWK�'U��:LOOLDP�5DQ�
VRP�DW�(PRU\�8QLYHUVLW\��DQG�LQ�KHU�0DVWHUV�RI�0XVLFRORJ\�SURJUDP�DW�%RVWRQ�8QLYHU�
VLW\��ZRXOG�KDYH�ORYHG�WKLV�K\PQ��6KH�EHOLHYHG�LQ�*RG��DQG�WKURXJKRXW�KHU� WKUHH-\HDU�
VWUXJJOH�WR�VXUYLYH�O\PSKRPD-OHXNHPLD�VKH�IRXQG�DQG�KHDUG�WKH�YRLFH�RI� WKH�6SLULW�RI�
*RG�ZLWKLQ� WKH�VWRUP�RI�KHU� OLIH�DQG� LQ� WKH�UHDVVXULQJ�KRSH�RI� WKH�UDLQERZV�VKH�NQHZ�
DQG�LQ�WKH�*UDFH�LQ�ZKLFK�VKH�EHOLHYHG�VKH�ZDV�JLYHQ� 
 
7KLV�VHHPV�WR�EH�DPRQJ�WKH�PRVW�WU\LQJ��VWUHVVIXO�WLPHV�LQ�KXPDQ�KLVWRU\��$V�WKH�VRQJ�
RI�WKH�ZLQG��WKH�GDQFLQJ�WRQJXHV�RI�ILUH��WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�FUHDWLRQ�RI�QHZ�ZRUOGV��HYHQ�WKH�
PDNLQJ�RI�EUHDG�DQG�ZLQH�IRU�WKH�IHDVW�WR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�JLIW�RI�WKH�ELUWK�RI�RXU�6DYLRU��VR�
LW�LV�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG---EULQJLQJ�OLIH��UHQHZLQJ�KRSH��PDNLQJ�SHDFH�FRPH�WUXH��DQG�
EULQJLQJ�ORYH�WR�WKH�ZRUOG� 
 

/DUU\�/��+DWILHOG 
��������������������������������������������������������������� 
 KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y G;FQ�EUZ�GJ 
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0RQGD\��'HFHPEHU�������������������������������������������������������������������������,VDLDK������-�� 
 

+H�ZLOO�QRW�MXGJH�E\�ZKDW�KH�VHHV�ZLWK�KLV�H\HV� 
    RU�GHFLGH�E\�ZKDW�KH�KHDUV�ZLWK�KLV�HDUV� 

EXW�ZLWK�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�KH�ZLOO�MXGJH�WKH�QHHG\� 
    ZLWK�MXVWLFH�KH�ZLOO�JLYH�GHFLVLRQV�IRU�WKH�SRRU�RI�WKH�HDUWK� 

+H�ZLOO�VWULNH�WKH�HDUWK�ZLWK�WKH�URG�RI�KLV�PRXWK� 
    ZLWK�WKH�EUHDWK�RI�KLV�OLSV�KH�ZLOO�VOD\�WKH�ZLFNHG� 

5LJKWHRXVQHVV�ZLOO�EH�KLV�EHOW 
    DQG�IDLWKIXOQHVV�WKH�VDVK�DURXQG�KLV�ZDLVW� 

 
:KHQ�,�WKLQN�RI�PLVFDUULDJHV�RI�MXVWLFH��,�RIWHQ�WKLQN�RI�SUREOHPV�RI�HYLGHQFH��LWHPV�
JRQH�PLVVLQJ�RU�ZLWQHVVHV�JRQH�VLOHQW��2U�SRVVLEO\�RI�OHJDO�WHFKQLFDOLWLHV��ZKHUH�JXLOW�LV�
SURYHQ�EXW�H[FXVHG��7KH�ILUVW�IRXU�OLQHV�RI�WKLV�SDVVDJH�IURP�,VDLDK����GRQ¶W�QHFHVVDULO\�
FRQWUDGLFW�WKDW��EXW�WKH\�DUH�SX]]OLQJ��+RZ�HOVH�LV�D�MXGJH�WR�GHFLGH�LI�QRW�E\�ZKDW�LV�
VHHQ�DQG�KHDUG"�,V�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�MXVW�D�PDWWHU�RI�UHDGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�OLQHV�RI�ZKDW¶V�
SURYDEOH" 
7KH�ODUJHU�FRQWH[W�KHUH�LV�DERXW�WKH�FRPLQJ�0HVVLDK��ZKR�ZLOO�VHW�DERXW�UHRUGHULQJ�
WKLQJV��PDNLQJ�ZROYHV�DQG�ODPEV�FXGGOH�XS�WRJHWKHU��$QG�LQ�WKDW�FRPLQJ�ZRUOG��MXVWLFH�
LV�QRW�GHILQHG�E\�DFFXUDWH�UHDGLQJV�RI�WKH�ODZ��$IWHU�DOO��PD\EH�D�ODPE�GLG�WUHVSDVV�RQ�
WKH�ZROI¶V�SURSHUW\��EXW�WKDW�GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ�WKDW�KH�GHVHUYHG�WR�JHW�HDWHQ��,QVWHDG��WKHUH¶V�
DQ�DUJXPHQW�KHUH�IRU�GLYLQH�MXGLFLDO�DFWLYLVP��IRU�GHFLVLRQV�WKDW�XQLIRUPO\�IDYRU�WKH�YXO�
QHUDEOH�DQG�GLVSRVVHVVHG��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�OHJDO�GHWDLOV��,W¶V�D�FDOO�IRU�MXGJHV�ZKR�ZLOO�
KHOS�EXLOG�*RG¶V�VKDORP��WKH�EHORYHG�FRPPXQLW\�ZKHUH�HYHU\RQH�KDV�WKHLU�RZQ�YLQH�
DQG�ILJ�WUHH�� 
7KLV�UHVRQDWHV�ZLWK�PDQ\�RI�-HVXV¶�RZQ�SDUDEOHV�DERXW�JUDFH��ZKHUH�XQOLNHO\�FKDUDFWHUV�
HQG�XS�ZLWK�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH\�WHFKQLFDOO\�GHVHUYH—ZDJHV�IRU�DQ�KRXU¶V�ZRUN�RU�
SDUW\�LQYLWDWLRQV�WKH\�GLGQ¶W�H[SHFW��7KHVH�JLYH�XV�D�JOLPSVH�RI�D�FRPLQJ�ZRUOG�WKDW�UXQV�
E\�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�UXOHV�IURP�RXU�RZQ��������������������������������������������������������-HUU\�6KDQQRQ 
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dƵĞƐĚĂǇ͕��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϴ    ������������������������ηϯϳϴ�tĞ�tĂŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�WĞĂĐĞĨƵů�<ŝŶŐĚŽŵ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ηϯϳϴ�tĞ�tĂŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�WĞĂĐĞĨƵů�<ŝŶŐĚŽŵ 
sĞƌƐĞƐ�ϭ�Θ�Ϯ 

 
tĞ�ǁĂŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞĂĐĞĨƵů�ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ͕�ǁŚĞŶ�ǁŽůĨ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂŵď�ƐŚĂůů�ůŝĞ 

/Ŷ�ŐĞŶƚůĞŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�Ă�ĨĞĂƌ�Žƌ�ƐŝŐŚ͕ 
tŚĞŶ�ůŝŽŶ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ŐƌĂǌŝŶŐ͕�ǁŚĞŶ�ƐŶĂŬĞ�ƐŚĂůů�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ƐƚƌŝŬĞ͖ 
��ůŝƩůĞ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ƐŚĂůů�ůĞĂĚ�ƵƐ�ďŽƚŚ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞĂŬ�ĂůŝŬĞ͘ 

 
tŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞĂĐĞĨƵů�ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ͍�tŚĞŶ�ǁŝůů�ƚŚŝƐ�ŶĞǁ�ĚĂǇ�ƐƚĂƌƚ͍ 
tĞ�ůŽŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĞĂĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŝŐŶ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŚĞĂƌƚ͘ 

zĞƚ�ŶŽƚ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ŽŶůǇ͕�ŶŽƌ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ŚŽŵĞ͗ 
tĞ�ƉƌĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ŽŶĞ�ĚĂǇ�ĮŶĚ�ƐŚĂůŽŵ͘ 

 
�ŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŚǇŵŶ�ŶĂŵĞ�ƐĂǇ� ŝƚ�Ăůů�–�tĞ�tĂŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�WĞĂĐĞĨƵů�<ŝŶŐĚŽŵ͍�dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ǀĞƌƐĞ�ƉĂƌĂƉŚƌĂƐĞƐ� /ƐĂŝĂŚ�
ϭϭ͗ϲ-ϵ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƐƚĂŶǌĂƐ�ƌĞŇĞĐƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ�ŝŶ�ǁŝĚĞŶŝŶŐ�ĨƌĂŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ͘� 
 
�ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ� ƚŽ�ŵǇ�DĂĐ�ƌƚŚƵƌ�^ƚƵĚǇ��ŝďůĞ͕� ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǀĞƌƐĞƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� /ƐĂŝĂŚ�ŵĞĂŶ� ƚŚĂƚ�͞�ŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞĂĐĞ�ǁŝůů�
ƉƌĞǀĂŝů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĞŶŵŝƚǇ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ŵĞŶ͕�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ĂŶŝŵĂůƐ�–�ƌĂƉĂĐŝŽƵƐ�Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ�–�ĂŶĚ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�
ŵĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶŝŵĂůƐ�ǁŝůů�ĚŝƐĂƉƉĞĂƌ͘�^ƵĐŚ�ǁŝůů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝǌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŵŝůůĞŶŶŝĂů�ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�WƌŝŶĐĞ�
ŽĨ�WĞĂĐĞ�;ϵ͗ϲͿ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞŝŐŶ͘͟ 
 
�ŶĚ͕�ŽĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕�ǁŚĞŶ�/�ƌĞĂĚ�/ƐĂŝĂŚ�ϵ͗ϲ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�͞&Žƌ�hŶƚŽ�hƐ�Ă��ŚŝůĚ�ŝƐ��ŽƌŶ͟�ĨƌŽŵ�,ĂŶĚĞů͛Ɛ���DĞƐͲ
ƐŝĂŚ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ƐƚĂƌƚƐ�ƉůĂǇŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ŵǇ�ŚĞĂĚ͘�/ƐŶ͛ƚ�ŵƵƐŝĐ�ƐŽ�ƵƉůŝŌŝŶŐ͍�:ƵƐƚ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵƵƐŝĐ�ǁĞ͕�ĂŶŝŵĂůƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ŚƵŵĂŶ͕�ǁŝůů�ƐŝŶŐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞĂĐĞĨƵů�ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ�ŝƐ�ŚĞƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ĮŶĚ�ƐŚĂůŽŵ͊͊� 
 
dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ͕�'ŽĚ͕�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŝŌ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�^ŽŶ͘ 
 
          -�>ŝŶĚĂ�ZŽŐĞƌƐ 
 



�� 

������������������������������������������������������
���������������ǡ�����������ǯ����������������������������
���������ǯ�����������������������Ǥ��������������������Ǧ
���������������ǡ�������������������������Ƥ����������
���������������������������Ǥ�����������������������
�������������������������������������ǡ������������
�������������������-��-��-�������������Ƥ��Ǥ������
���������������������������������������Ǥ����������
�Ǧ

�����������������������ǡ�����������������������������������������������������������Ǧ
���������������������������������Ǥ�������ǯ���������������������������������������������
������������������������ǡ�������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������Ǥ�����������������������������������������������ǡ�������Ǣ��������Ǧ
��������������������������
����������������ǡ��������������������������������ǡ����������
���������������������������������������������������������–���������������������������Ǥ�
������������������͞���������������������ǡ������������������������������Ǥ����������
������������������
������������������������ǡ�����
�����������������������������Ǧ
��������ǡ�������������������������������������ǡ�������������������������ǯ�������������
�������������������������������������Ǥ� 
����������������������������������������������ǯ��������������������������������Ǥ�
��������������������������������������������������������������������ǡ����������������
��������������������������������ǡ�����������������������������������ǡ����������������
����������������������Ǥ������������������ǯ����������ǡ�������Ǥ�������������������
���������������������ǡ������������������������������������������������������Ȁ
���������������������ǡ�����������������������������Ǥ��������������������������������Ǧ
��������������������������������ǲ����ǳ�������������������������������ǡ���������������
�����������������������������Ǥ����������ǯ����������������������–�
����������Ƥ������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������Ǥ 
 

3UD\HU��'HDU�3DUHQW��WKDQN�\RX�IRU�WKH�JLIW�RI�VXSSRUWLYH�IULHQGV�WKURXJK�DOO�RXU�����������������
MRXUQH\V������������� 

        ����������±����-������ 

:HGQHVGD\��'HFHPEHU���������������������������������������������������������������������������������/XNH������-�� 



�� 

 

7KXUVGD\��'HFHPEHU����������������������������������������������������������������������0DU\�ZDV�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�*RG���
       ����WUDGLWLRQDO�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�6SLULWXDO 
 
³0DU\�:DV�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�*DOLOHH´ 
2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�,�DP�HQMR\LQJ�DERXW�WKLV�\HDU¶V�GHYRWLRQDO�LV�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�

QHZ�VRQJV�WKDW�,�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�EHIRUH��7RGD\¶V�VHOHFWLRQ�LV�RQH�WKDW�,�KDG�QRW�KHDUG�RI��

DQG�,�ORYH�LW��7KH�<RX7XEH�YHUVLRQ�EHORZ�LV�D�KDXQWLQJ��VLPSOH�VRQJ�WKDW�GHVFULEHV�0DU\��

WKH�PRWKHU�RI�-HVXV��,W¶V�MXVW�D�IHZ�SKUDVHV��VXQJ�DV�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�6SLULWXDO�LQ�D�PLQRU�NH\��

GHVFULELQJ�0DU\¶V�UROH�DV�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�*DOLOHH�IRU�KHU�UROH�LQ�JRLQJ�WR�%HWKOHKHP�DQG�

ELUWKLQJ�WKH�+RO\�/DPE�RI�*RG� 

�,Q�WKLV�VHDVRQ�RI�ZDWFKLQJ�DQG�ZDLWLQJ��0DU\¶V�UROH�DV�WKH�H[SHFWDQW�PRWKHU�ZKR�LV��

ZDLWLQJ�WR�ZHOFRPH�KHU�QHZ�VRQ�UHSUHVHQWV�XV�DOO��ZDLWLQJ�WR�ZHOFRPH�RXU�/RUG��:KDW�

ZLOO�+LV�FRPLQJ�EH�OLNH"�+RZ�ZLOO�RXU�OLYHV�FKDQJH"�+RZ�ZLOO�WKH�HDUWK�UHVSRQG"�:H�

FDQ��RQO\�ZDLW�DQG�ZDWFK��KRSH�DQG�SUD\�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�RXU�/RUG�LQ�KXPDQ�IOHVK����������������������

3DP�.QR[� 

 
:KR�ZDV�0DU\" 
:KR�ZDV�0DU\" 
:KR�ZDV�0DU\" 

0DU\�ZDV�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�*DOLOHH� 
:KR�ZDV�0DU\" 
:KR�ZDV�0DU\" 
:KR�ZDV�0DU\" 

0DU\�ZDV�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�*DOLOHH� 
0DU\�ZDV�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�*DOLOHH� 

0DU\�URGH�WR�%HWKOHKHP 
0DU\�ZDV�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�*DOLOHH 
7KHUH�EURXJKW�IRUWK�D�KRO\�ODPE 
0DU\�ZDV�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�*DOLOHH 

:KR�ZDV�0DU\" 
:KR�ZDV�0DU\" 
:KR�ZDV�0DU\" 

0DU\�ZDV�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�*DOLOHH� 
0DU\�ZDV�WKH�4XHHQ�RI�*DOLOHH� 

 
/LVWHQ�WR�WKH�VRQJ�DW�KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y EO�V=[�B96��� 
 



�� 

)ULGD\��'HFHPEHU���    �����������������������������������������������/XNH������-�� 

������������/Ĩ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�Ă�ůŝŶĞ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ũŽǇ͕�ŝƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�Ă�ŵŝŐŚƚǇ�ĮŶĞ�ŽŶĞ͘����
^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ŝŶƚĞƌĐŚĂŶŐĞĂďůǇ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�͞ũŽǇ͟�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�Ă�
ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐĞ�ǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�͞ŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ͟�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͛Ɛ�ƐĂĐƌĞĚ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�
ŐŝǀĞƐ�ƵƐ�Ă�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞ͘�hŶĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ŽŶĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ͛Ɛ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞ���������������
ŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ�ĐŽŵĞƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉĞŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�Žƌ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ͘�DĞĂŶŝŶŐ͕�ǁĞĂƌ�Ă�ŵĂƐŬ͊ 
 
 /�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ǁŝƐĞ�ƚŚĞŽůŽŐŝĂŶ�ǁŚŽ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ŝƐ�Ă�
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ũŽǇ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƌŽŽƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĐŝƌĐƵŵͲ
ƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ͘�,ĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ͕�ƐŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�ĚĞƉĞŶĚƐ�ŽŶ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͕�ůŝŬĞ�ŐŽŽĚ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�Žƌ�ũŽď�
ĂŶĚ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͕�Žƌ�ůŽƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŽǇƐ͘��Ǉ�ĐŽŶƚƌĂƐƚ͕�ũŽǇ�ĐĂŶ�ĞƌƵƉƚ�ĞǀĞŶ�ǁŚĞŶ�Ă�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ�
ƐĞĞŵƐ�ĚŝƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞŶƐĞ͕�ĂƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů�ǁĂŝƟŶŐ�ƌŽŽŵ͕�Ă�ƉƌŝƐŽŶ�ĐĞůů͕�Žƌ�ĞǀĞŶ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�ƵŶƵƐƵͲ
ĂůůǇ�ĞŵƉƚǇ�ŚŽƵƐĞ�Ăƚ�dŚĂŶŬƐŐŝǀŝŶŐ͘�dŚĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ũŽǇ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌŝŶŐ�ŝƚ͘ 
 
 /ƚ�ƐĞĞŵƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚǁŽ�ĐŽƵƐŝŶƐ�ŐŽƚ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Śŝůů�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ŽĨ�:ƵĚĂŚ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂŶ�ŽŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƵŶƉůĂŶŶĞĚ��������������������
ƉƌĞŐŶĂŶĐŝĞƐ͘�EŽ�ƐŽŽŶĞƌ�ĚŽĞƐ�DĂƌǇ�ƐĞƚ�ĨŽŽƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞ�ƚŽ�ŚƵŐ�ŚĞƌ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞ͛Ɛ�ŽůĚ�ŶĞĐŬ�
ƚŚĂŶ��ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ�ďƌĞĂŬƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƐŽŶŐ͗�dŚĞ�ďĂďĞ�ŝŶ�ŵǇ�ǁŽŵďͬƐŬŝƉƉĞĚ�ůŝŬĞ�Ă�ůĂŵď�ĨŽƌ�ƐŚĞĞƌ�
ũŽǇ͘�>ƵŬĞ�ǁĂŶƚƐ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĂƚ��ĂďǇ�:ŽŚŶ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ�ŝŶ��ĂďǇ�����������������
:ĞƐƵƐ�ůŽŶŐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ďƌŽŬĞ͕�ůŽŶŐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ����������������
ǁĂƚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�:ŽƌĚĂŶ�ZŝǀĞƌ͘� 
 
 �ǀĞŶ�ŶŽǁ͕�ĞǀĞŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŶƵŵďŝŶŐ�ŝƐŽůĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌƵŶ-ĂǁĂǇ-ƚƌĂŝŶ�ĚĞĂƚŚ�
ƌĂƚĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�'ŽĚ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂƚĞ�ůŽǀĞ�ĮŶĚƐ�Ă�ǁĂǇ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ǁŽƌůĚ͘�dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĞǆŚĂƵƐƚĞĚ�
ŶƵƌƐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŽĐƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌŽĐĞƌǇ�ƐƚŽƌĞ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ��ŵĂǌŽŶ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ�����������
ĚƌŝǀĞƌƐ͘�dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĐĂƌŝŶŐ�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ĐĂůůƐ�ĂŶĚ�--�ǁŚŽ�ŬŶŽǁƐ͍�--�ĞǀĞŶ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ��ŽŽŵ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͘�
dŚĞ�'ŽĚ�ǁŚŽ�ŝƐ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ��Ks/�-ϭϵ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǀĞŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƉĞƌƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽƵƌ�ƐƚƵďďŽƌŶͲ
ŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝůůĨƵů�ŝŐŶŽƌĂŶĐĞ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�'ŽĚ�ĮŶĚƐ�Ă�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ͘�^Ž�ŝĨ�
ũŽǇ�ŝŶĞǆƉůŝĐĂďůǇ�ďƌĞĂŬƐ�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŚĞĂƌƚ͕�ũƵƐƚ�ŐŽ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝƚ͘��ŶĚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĂƚ��ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ�ǁĂƐ�
ƌŝŐŚƚ͗�ďůĞƐƐĞĚ�ĂƌĞ�ǇŽƵ͊��������������������������������������������������������������������DĂƌŬ�,ĂƌƉĞƌ 



�� 

Saturday, December 12                                                 O, Lord How Shall I Meet You   
        Glory to God Hymn 104 

 
:ŽƐĞƉŚ��ƌŽĚƐŬǇ�ǁĂƐ�ďŽƌŶ�ŝŶ�^ƚ͘�WĞƚĞƌƐďƵƌŐ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϰϬ�ďƵƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĞǆƉĞůůĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�^ŽǀŝĞƚ�
hŶŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϳϮ͘�,Ğ�ŵŽǀĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�EŽďĞů�WƌŝǌĞ�ŝŶ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ŝŶ�

ϭϵϴϳ͘�,Ğ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘�WŽĞƚ�>ĂƵƌĞĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϵϭ͘�,ŝƐ�ďŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�EĂƟǀŝƚǇ�WŽĞŵƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƚƌĂŶƐͲ

ůĂƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ZƵƐƐŝĂŶ�ďǇ�DĞůŝƐƐĂ�'ƌĞĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ďǇ�&ĂƌƌĂƌ͕�^ƚĂƚƵƐ͕�Θ�'ŝƌŽƵǆ�ŝŶ�EĞǁ�
zŽƌŬ͘��,ŝƐ�ƉŽĞŵƐ�ĂƌĞ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵůůǇ�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐůĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŚǇŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƉŽĞŵ�ŝŶ�ZƵƐƐŝĂŶ͘ 
dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ǁĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ƐŝŶŐ͘���ƉŽĞŵ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐŽŶŐ�ŝŶ�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͘���ŝĐŬ��ŝŵĚĂƌƐ 

 

��������������������������������������Ϯϱ͘�y//͘�ϭϵϵϯ�-�:ŽƐĞƉŚ��ƌŽĚƐŬǇ 

 
 

 
ϭϵϵϯ 

dƌĂŶƐůĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�tŝůďƵƌ 
 

KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y GBXSB75E�*, 

)RU�D�PLUDFOH��WDNH�RQH�VKHSKHUG¶V�VKHHSVNLQ��WKURZ 
LQ�D�SLQFK�RI�QRZ��D�JUDLQ�RI�ORQJ�DJR� 
DQG�D�KDQGIXO�RI�WRPRUURZ��$GG�E\�H\H 
D�OLWWOH�FKXQN�RI�VSDFH��D�SLHFH�RI�VN\� 

 
DQG�LW�ZLOO�KDSSHQ��)RU�PLUDFOHV��JUDYLWDWLQJ 

WR�HDUWK��NQRZ�MXVW�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�ZLOO�EH�ZDLWLQJ� 
DQG�HDJHUO\�ZLOO�ILQG�WKH�ULJKW�DGGUHVV 
DQG�WHQDQW��HYHQ�LQ�D�ZLOGHUQHVV� 

 
2U�LI�\RX¶UH�OHDYLQJ�KRPH��VZLWFK�RQ�D�QHZ 
IRXU-SRLQWHG�VWDU��WKHQ��DV�\RX�VD\�DGLHX� 
WR�OLJKW�D�YDFDQW�ZRUOG�ZLWK�VWHDG\�EOD]H 
DQG�IROORZ�\RX�IRUHYHU�ZLWK�LWV�JD]H� 



�� 

 

                                                    Third Week of Advent 

                             



�� 

6XQGD\��'HFHPEHU�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������/XNH������-�� 
 
��/XNH�����-�� 
���$QG�0DU\�VDLG��0\�VRXO�GRWK�PDJQLI\�WKH�/RUG�����$QG�P\�VSLULW�KDWK�UHMRLFHG�LQ�*RG�
P\�6DYLRU�����)RU�KH�KDWK�UHJDUGHG�WKH�ORZ�HVWDWH�RI�KLV�KDQGPDLGHQ��IRU��EHKROG��IURP�
KHQFHIRUWK�DOO�JHQHUDWLRQV�VKDOO�FDOO�PH�EOHVVHG�����)RU�KH�WKDW�LV�PLJKW\�KDWK�GRQH�WR�
PH�JUHDW�WKLQJV��DQG�KRO\�LV�KLV�QDPH�����$QG�KLV�PHUF\�LV�RQ�WKHP�WKDW�IHDU�KLP�IURP�
JHQHUDWLRQ�WR�JHQHUDWLRQ�����+H�KDWK�VKHZHG�VWUHQJWK�ZLWK�KLV�DUP��KH�KDWK�VFDWWHUHG�WKH�
SURXG�LQ�WKH�LPDJLQDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�KHDUWV�����+H�KDWK�SXW�GRZQ�WKH�PLJKW\�IURP�WKHLU�
VHDWV��DQG�H[DOWHG�WKHP�RI�ORZ�GHJUHH�����+H�KDWK�ILOOHG�WKH�KXQJU\�ZLWK�JRRG�WKLQJV��DQG�
WKH�ULFK�KH�KDWK�VHQW�HPSW\�DZD\�����+H�KDWK�KROSHQ�KLV�VHUYDQW�,VUDHO��LQ�UHPHPEUDQFH�
RI�KLV�PHUF\�����$V�KH�VSDNH�WR�RXU�IDWKHUV��WR�$EUDKDP��DQG�WR�KLV�VHHG�IRU�HYHU� 
 
7KLV�EHORYHG�VFULSWXUH�LV�RQH�RI�RXU�IDYRULWHV��2QH�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�WH[WV�RI�WKH�$GYHQW�
VHDVRQ��LW�LV�D�VRQJ�RI�MR\��KRSH��SUDLVH��DQG�SDUDGR[��ZKLFK�RIIHUV�XV�PXFK�KRSH�LQ�
WKH�GDUN�WLPHV�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WKURXJK��,W�LV�LQVSLULQJ�WR�OHDUQ�WKDW�*RG�KDV�FKRVHQ�D�
SRRU�JLUO�IURP�WKH�ORZ�HQG�RI�VRFLHW\�WR�EHDU�WKH�6DYLRU�RI�XV�DOO��7KHUH�LV�KRSH�IRU�XV�
DOO��0DU\�LV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�JUDWLWXGH�IRU�WKH�JUDFH�EHVWRZHG�RQ�KHU�E\�*RG��DQG�VKH������������
H[SUHVVHV�KHU�KRSH�DQG�SUDLVH�LQ�KHU�VRQJ�RI�MR\��*UDFH��JUDWLWXGH��DQG�KRSH�DUH�WKH�
HVVHQWLDO�LQJUHGLHQWV�IRU�MR\��7KH\�PDNH�RXU�OLYHV�ULFK�ZLWK�SRVVLELOLW\�� 
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
3DUDGR[LFDOO\��DOWKRXJK�WKLV�WH[W�KDV�EHHQ�DGRSWHG�DV�D�NH\�SDUW�RI�WKH�KLJK�FKXUFK�
OLWXUJ\��LW�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�DGRSWHG�E\�WKH�SURSRQHQWV�RI�OLEHUDWLRQ�WKHRORJ\��:H�GRQ¶W�
QHFHVVDULO\�QRWLFH�VRPH�RI�LWV�UDGLFDO�SUHFHSWV�LQ�WKH�VWDQGDUG�OLWXUJ\��EXW�LW�LV���������������������
UHPDUNDEOH�WKDW�0DU\�LV�VHQGLQJ�XV�D�PHVVDJH�QRW�RQO\�RI�KRSH�DQG�SUDLVH��EXW�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG�WXUQHG�XSVLGH�GRZQ��*RG�PD\�EH�VKRZLQJ�PHUF\��EXW�KH�LV�GRLQJ�LW�E\������������������������
XSHQGLQJ�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�KLHUDUFKLFDO�RUGHU��:KLOH�KXPLO�
LW\�LV�UHZDUGHG��WKH�KDXJKW\�DQG�SULGHIXO�ZLOO�VHH�D�
FRPHXSSDQFH��7KH�SHRSOH�RQ�WKH�ERWWRP�ZLOO�EH�UDLVHG�
XS�DQG�IHG��ZKLOH�WKH�ULFK�ZLOO�JR�DZD\�KXQJU\��*RG¶V�
PHUF\�ZLOO�EH�VKRZQ�WR�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUD�
HO�IRU�DOO�WLPH��&KULVWLDQV�FDQ�VKDUH�WKLV�KHULWDJH�
WKURXJK�0DU\¶V�VRQ��-HVXV�� 
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
0DU\¶V�VRQJ��WKH�0DJQLILFDW��LV�WKH�WKHPH�RI�FRXQWOHVV�
LQVSLULQJ�PXVLFDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�6FK�W]��
%DFK��0R]DUW��DQG�&KDUOHV�3DFKHOEHO��VRQ�RI�����������������
-RKDQQ�DQG�RUJDQLVW�LQ�FRORQLDO�&KDUOHVWRQ��RQH�RI�RXU�
IDYRULWH�UHQGHULQJV���7U\�JRRJOLQJ�³0DJQLILFDW´�PXVLF�
DQG�FRPSRVHU�QDPH��DQG�HQMR\�WKH�XSOLIWLQJ�PXVLF��
$OOHOXLD��$PHQ��� 
-LP�DQG�$QQ�$QGHUVRQ 



�� 

0RQGD\��'HFHPEHU�����������������������������������������������������������������������&DQWLFOH�RI�WKH�7XUQLQJ  
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������*ORU\�WR�*RG�+\PQ���� 

  
I must admit that although the refrain strikes a chord of hope for me, especially in 
these difficult years, many of the verses seemed obscure.  So I did a little internet 
search and was blessed with new understanding, and HOPE!  The Glory to God 
Hymnal says that this is based on Mary’s “Magnificat” (Luke 1:46-55).  Reading 
the verses from the Message showed some similarities, but it was Katherine A. 
Greiner’s commentary that opened my eyes and my mind.   
 
Greiner writes of how Luke’s stories often highlight a world being turned upside 
down.  The rich are poor, the poor are rich.  The lost are found, what was hidden 
in darkness is brought to light.  The rejected are honored and the last are first.  
The World is About to Turn.  This is not just “Good News” for the oppressed, it is 
a call and warning to those of us who have had the advantage of privilege.  We 
must look at the world through Jesus’ eyes.  We must reach out as His hands.  We 
must be the means by which God turns this world from one of “might makes 
right” to one of “Love your Neighbor”, and even to pray for those who despiteful-
ly use us. “The World is About to Turn”.  Sandy Whitney 
 
Mary sings about her situation, can we also sing about ours?  

1.  “My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who 
wait.  You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you 
did not spurn, so from east to west shall my name be blest.  Could the 
world be about to turn? 

2.   Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, and your 
mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be.  
Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you 
yearn, you will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is 
about to turn.” 

 
Refrain: “My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  Let the fires of your justice 
burn.  Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to 
turn.”  AMEN ! 
 

Katherine A. Greiner   https://dailytheology.org/2014/07/17/the-canticle-of-
the-turning-the-gospel-of-luke-and-radical-imagination/    

 



�� 

7XHVGD\��'HFHPEHU�������������������������������������������������������������������,VDLDK������ 
 
Isaiah 7:14: 
14Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
 
A leader, King Ahaz of Judah, was given a prophesy that was worth more than he 
would ever know.  He had simply wanted assurance that the two countries attack-
ing his would not conquer Judah.  God speaks through Isaiah and offers King Ahaz 
not only reassurance, but a sign.  King Ahaz declines, yet God gives it to him any-
way. The sign would be that of the virgin giving birth to a boy, who would be 
called “God with us.”  He gave him a much bigger promise than what the king was 
even asking for. 
 
As I sit here contemplating the words given to King Ahaz, who would never                
appreciate them, nor would he live to see them come true, I wonder how many of 
God’s signs we miss in the world around us.  It is so easy to get caught up in the 
currents of despair and impending doom that seem to waft around us in this               
trying time. Is God sending us signs that we will all be okay?  Would we decline 
those signs as King Ahaz did, or open our hearts to God with love and trust? 
 
The Holiday Season is a time to celebrate the very child that this verse was                
foretelling about, yet it can be a struggle for many of us.  Yet, as I read this              
passage, I realize that God is here with us and will help us through this time of 
tumult.  So, this year, I will look for his signs that he sends us; the smile from a 
stranger when  I am down, the ability to help others, the hope that we will all 
make it through this pandemic and troubling political times and come out a 
stronger, closer country.  I will take comfort in the words of Isaiah and let the 
promise God gave to King Ahaz give me hope, too.  Missy Green 

 
 



�� 

 

 

December 16, 2020 
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Thursday, December 17                                                         Matthew 1: 18-25 
Read Matthew 1:18-25  

John Prine, a favorite musician of mine, wrote this about the injustice and sadness 
felt by an expectant young woman, alone: 
 
"Unwed Fathers"  
/Ŷ�ĂŶ��ƉƉĂůĂĐŚŝĂŶ�'ƌĞǇŚŽƵŶĚ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ 
^ŚĞ�ƐŝƚƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂŝƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ǁĂǇ 
Η'ŽŽĚďǇĞ�ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕�ƚĞůů�DŽŵ�/�ůŽǀĞ�ŚĞƌ 
dĞůů�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�/Ζůů�ǁƌŝƚĞ�ƐŽŵĞĚĂǇΗ 
 
�ŚŽƌƵƐ͗�&ƌŽŵ�Ă�ƚĞĞŶĂŐĞ�ůŽǀĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ƵŶǁĞĚ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ 
<ĞƉƚ�ƵŶĚĞƌĐŽǀĞƌ�ůŝŬĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ďĂĚ�ĚƌĞĂŵ 
tŚŝůĞ�ƵŶǁĞĚ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌƐ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶΖƚ�ďĞ�ďŽƚŚĞƌĞĚ 
dŚĞǇ�ƌƵŶ�ůŝŬĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�ŵŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵ 
 
/Ŷ�Ă�ĐŽůĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĂǇ�ƚŽǁŶ͕�Ă�ŶƵƌƐĞ�ƐĂǇƐ͕�Η>ĂǇ�ĚŽǁŶ 
dŚŝƐ�ĂŝŶΖƚ�ŶŽ�ƉůĂǇŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂŝŶΖƚ�ŚŽŵĞΗ 
^ŽŵĞŽŶĞΖƐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŽƵƚ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ 
/Ŷ�Ă ŐƌĂǇ�ƐƚŽŶĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ Ăůů�ĂůŽŶĞ�;�ŚŽƌƵƐͿ 
 
KŶ�ƐŽŵĞǁŚĞƌĞ�ĞůƐĞ�ďŽƵŶĚ͕�^ŵŽŬǇ�DŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ�'ƌĞǇŚŽƵŶĚ 
^ŚĞ�ďŽǁƐ�ŚĞƌ�ŚĞĂĚ�ĚŽǁŶ͕�ŚƵŵŵŝŶΖ�ůƵůůĂďŝĞƐ 
zŽƵƌ�ĚĂĚĚǇ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ŵĞĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŚƵƌƚ�ǇŽƵ�ĞǀĞƌ 
,Ğ�ũƵƐƚ�ĚŽŶΖƚ�ůŝǀĞ�ŚĞƌĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ǇŽƵΖǀĞ�ŐŽƚ�ŚŝƐ�ĞǇĞƐ�;�ŚŽƌƵƐͿ 
 
KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y �J�F[�3G%', 
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)ULGD\��'HFHPEHU��������������������������������������������������6ZHHW��/LWWOH�-HVXV�%R\ ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 

^ǁĞĞƚ�>ŝƩůĞ�:ĞƐƵƐ��ŽǇ 
 
6ZHHW��/LWWOH�-HVXV�ER\��     2XU�H\HV�ZHUH�EOLQG� 
WKH\�PDGH�\RX�EH�ERUQ�LQ�D�PDQJHU���   ��DQG�ZH�FRXOG�QRW�VHH� 
6ZHHW�/LWWOH�KRO\�FKLOG��     DQG�ZH�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKR�\RX�ZHUH� 
��-�WKH\�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKR�\RX�ZHUH���    $�ORQJ�WLPH�DJR�\RX�ZHUH 
'LGQ¶W�NQRZ�\RX¶G�FRPH�WR�VDYH�XV�/RUG��   ��ERUQ�LQ�D�PDQJHU��ERUQ 
��-�WR�WDNH�RXU�VLQV�DZD\���     ��LQ�D�PDQJHU�ORZ���6ZHHW 
       /LWWOH�-HVXV�%R\� 
 
7KH�ZRUOG�WUHDWHG�\RX�     0DVWHU��-�\RX�KDYH�VKRZQ�XV�KRZ�� 
��PHDQ�/RUG�-�      ���HYHQ�ZKHQ�\RX¶UH�G\LQ¶"� 
WUHDWV�PH�PHDQ�WRR��     -XVW�VHHPV�OLNH�ZH�FDQ¶W 
%XW�WKDW¶V�KRZ�WKLQJV�DUH�GRZQ�    ��GR�ULJKW��ORRN�KRZ�ZH�WUHDWHG�\RX� 
��KHUH��/RUG�-�ZH�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�    %XW�SOHDVH��6LU�-�IRUJLYH�XV�/RUG��� 
��ZKR�\RX�ZHUH���      :H�MXVW�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�µWZDV�\RX�� 
        
     6ZHHW�/LWWOH�-HVXV�ER\� 
     6ZHHW�/LWWOH�KRO\�FKLOG� 

DQG�ZH�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKR 
\RX�ZHUH��-�-HVXV�ER\� 

 
$�EHDXWLIXO��FULVS��DXWXPQ�PRUQLQJ�LV�VSHQW�VLSSLQJ�OHPRQ�JLQJHU�WHD�DQG�VQDFNLQJ�RQ�

SXPSNLQ�EUHDG��ZKLOH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�GLIIHUHQW�&'�YHUVLRQV�RI�³6ZHHW�/LWWOH�-HVXV�%R\´��ZRUGV�DQG�
PXVLF�E\�5REHUW�0DF*LPVH\���7KH�ILUVW��.DWKOHHQ�%DWWOH�	�&KULVWRSKHU�3DUNHQLQJ�-�H[TXLVLWH��
WKH�VHFRQG��.HQQ\�5RJHUV�-�KHDUWIHOW��WKH�WKLUG��&RYHQDQW¶V�&KULVWPDV�&KRUDO�0XVLF�������WR�
�����-�D�EHDXWLIXO�DQG�SUHFLRXV�JLIW�VKDUHG�E\�WKLV�IDLWK�FRPPXQLW\��5HIOHFWLRQV�HQOLYHQHG�PHP�
RULHV�RI�PXVLFDO�RIIHULQJV�E\�ERWK�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�HQVHPEOHV�RI�DOO�DJHV��FHOHEUDWHG�WR�WKH�*ORU\�
RI�*RG�LQ�UHKHDUVDOV��ZRUVKLS��DQG�OLIH�WRJHWKHU� 

:H�EHJDQ�DWWHQGLQJ�&RYHQDQW�3UHVE\WHULDQ�LQ�������ERWK�RI�XV����DQG�ZLWK�WZR�\RXQJ�
FKLOGUHQ��:H�ZHUH�IDU�DZD\�IURP�KRPH��:HVW�9LUJLQLD�DQG�:LVFRQVLQ�UHVSHFWLYHO\��/LNH�PDQ\�
RWKHUV��ZH�LPPHUVHG�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�&RYHQDQW¶V�ZRUN�DQG�ZRUVKLS�OLIH���,W�ZDV�VWLOO�D�³JURZWK´�
WLPH�IRU�FKXUFKHV��7KH�ORYLQJ��JLYLQJ�VSLULW��VKDULQJ�RI�WLPH��WDOHQWV��DQG�UHVRXUFHV�OHG�WR�IDPL�
OLHV�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�UHJXODUO\��PHHWLQJ�LQ�6XQGD\�6FKRRO�FODVVHV�DQG�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�%LEOH�DV�ZHOO�DV�
WKH�ZRUNV�DQG�WHDFKLQJV�RI�-HVXV��DORQJ�ZLWK�FRQWHPSRUDU\�WKHRORJLFDO�WKHPHV�WKURXJK�FUHDWLYH�
GLVFXVVLRQV��FRQWHPSODWLRQV��FHOHEUDWLRQV��DQG�DOO�IRUPV�RI�PRGHUQ�PHGLD���&KLOGUHQ�DQG�\RXWK�
ZHUH�LQYROYHG�DQG�HQIROGHG��IHOORZVKLS�HYHQWV�ZHUH�KHOG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�OLWXUJLFDO�\HDU��VDYH�IRU�
D�VXPPHU�EUHDN�LQ�$XJXVW���0LVVLRQ�DQG�VHUYLFH�RXWUHDFK�HIIRUWV��ORFDOO\�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\��
JRW�SODQQHG�DQG�FDUULHG�RXW��E\�WKLV�H[WHQGHG-IDPLO\�IDLWK�FRPPXQLW\�� 

7KHVH�ZRUGV�IURP�³6ZHHW�/LWWOH�-HVXV�%R\´�-�³RXU�H\HV�ZHUH�EOLQG�������ZH�FRXOGQ¶W�VHH���
����ZH�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�µWZDV�\RX´��ZHUH�QRW�KRZ�ZH�H[SHULHQFHG�&RYHQDQW���:H�VDZ�WKH�ORYH��KRSH��
MR\��DQG�LQVSLUDWLRQ�RI�-HVXV�UHIOHFWHG�LQ�GLOLJHQW�HIIRUWV�DQG�KHDUWIHOW�ZRUVKLS�RI�&RYHQDQW¶V�
PHPEHUV�DORQJ�ZLWK�LWV�PDQ\�IULHQGV���7KHUH�ZDV�D�*ORU\�RI�OLIH�LQ�&KULVW�ZLWK�JRRG�QHZV�JHQ�
HURXVO\�VKDUHG�E\�DQG�IRU�DOO���/HW�WKH�3HDFH�RI�*RG�EH�ZLWK�\RX�WKLV�$GYHQW�DQG�&KULVWPDV�VHD�
VRQ��/HW�ORYH�ILOO�\RXU�KHDUWV��KRSH�ILOO�\RXU�GUHDPV�DQG�SUD\HUV��DQG�MR\IXOQHVV�EH�\RXU�GDQFH�
DV�\RX�SDVV�DORQJ�&KULVW¶V�SHDFH�IRU�H[SHULHQFLQJ�E\�HYHU\RQH�ZKRP�\RX�HQFRXQWHU� 

$QG�PD\�&KULVW¶V�*UDFH�DQG�*RG¶V�HQGXULQJ�/RYH�HPEUDFH�\RX��%HWV\�	�5LFK� 



�� 

6DWXUGD\��'HFHPEHU�����������������������������������������������������������������������/XNH�����-� 

1RZ���&HQVXV�������GXULQJ�D�WXPXOWXRXV�HOHFWLRQ�\HDU� 
7KHQ���&HQVXV�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�DJR��0DU\�DQG�-RVHSK�PDGH�WKHLU�ZD\�WR�%HWKOH�

KHP�WR�EH�FRXQWHG�E\�WKHLU�5RPDQ�UXOHUV���9RWLQJ�ZDV�QRW�DQ�LVVXH�LQ�WKRVH�GD\V��DV�WKHLU�
FRXQWU\�ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�VXEMXJDWHG�E\�WKH�KDUVK�UXOH�RI�WKH�5RPDQ�(PSLUH���7KH�IXWXUH�
PXVW�KDYH�ORRNHG�EOHDN�IRU�QHZ�SDUHQWV���+RZHYHU�0DU\�KDG�D�VRQJ�LQ�KHU�KHDUW��VWLOO�
ULQJLQJ�IURP�KHU�YLVLW�WR�(OL]DEHWK��³0\�VRXO�JORULHV�LQ�WKH�/RUG��DQG�P\�VSLULW�UHMRLFHV�LQ�
*RG�P\�6DYLRU�´��7KH�VRQJ�HQFRXUDJHG�KHU��� 

$V�D�IULHQG�UHPLQGHG�PH��FRXUDJH�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�)UHQFK�FRXHU��PHDQLQJ�KHDUW���
+DYLQJ�D�VRQJ�LQ�P\�KHDUW�FDXVHV�P\�KHDUW�WR�VLQJ��ILOOV�PH�ZLWK�ORYH�ZKLFK�RYHU�
FRPHV�IHDU�DQG�JLYHV�PH�FRXUDJH�WR�IDFH�WKH�GD\���$UH�\RX�WKLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�VRQJV�
\RX�NQRZ�E\�KHDUW��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�PHPRULHV�WKDW�JR�ZLWK�WKHP"� 

 
2QH�WKLQJ�,�PLVV�DERXW�&29,'�UHVWULFWLRQV�RI�VRFLDO�GLVWDQFLQJ�DQG�PDVNV�LV�VLQJLQJ�

WRJHWKHU���,�ZDV�VKRFNHG�DIWHU�D�PRQWK�RI�&29,'�WR�GLVFRYHU�KRZ�P\�VLQJLQJ�
YRLFH��XQXVHG�IRU�VR�ORQJ��FDPH�RXW�DV�D�GUHDGIXO�FURDN����$IWHU�=RRPLQJ�WR�&RYH�
QDQW�3UHVE\WHULDQ�LQ�$WKHQV��*$��,�EHJDQ�EHOWLQJ�RXW�³3UDLVH�*RG�IURP�ZKRP�DOO�
EOHVVLQJV�IORZ«��´�ZKLOH�ZDVKLQJ�P\�KDQGV���$IWHU�=RRPLQJ�WR�%HWKHO�3UHVE\WHULDQ�
LQ�.LQJVWRQ��71��,�VWDUWHG�VLQJLQJ�:HQG\¶V�FDWFK\�VRQJ��³7KLV�LV�WKH�GD\��WKLV�LV�WKH�
GD\��WKLV�LV�WKH�GD\�WKDW�WKH�/RUG�KDV�PDGH��OHW�XV�UHMRLFH�DQG�EH�JODG�LQ�LW�´��*UDG�
XDOO\�WKLV�VRQJ�EHJDQ�WR�SOD\�LQ�P\�KHDG��FKHHULQJ�PH�XS��DQG�HQFRXUDJLQJ�PH��DV�
,�VDQJ�DORXG��P\�FURDN�EHJDQ�WR�FKDQJH�WR�WKH�VRXQG�RI�D��FRXUDJHRXV��ROGHU��KX�
PDQ�VLQJLQJ� 

 
6RPH�SHRSOH�VLQJ�DV�WKH\�GR�WKHLU�FKRUHV��EXW�WKDW�LV�QRW�P\�KDELW����&RDO�PLQHUV�XQ�

GHUJURXQG�LQ�3$�VLQJ�DV�WKH\�OHDUQHG�WR�IURP�WKH�:HOFK�PLQHUV�ZKR�WDXJKW�WKHP�
WR�GLJ�IRU�FRDO���:RUNHUV�LQ�WKH�ILHOGV��VODYHV�DQG�FKDLQ�JDQJV�VDQJ�WRJHWKHU��PDN�
LQJ�WKH�ZRUN�EHDUDEOH���6LQJLQJ�WKH�SURWHVW�VRQJV�JLYHV�SRZHU�DQG�VWUHQJWK�LQ�
FRPPXQLW\���.HHS�VLQJLQJ�ZLWK�JUDWLWXGH�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�IRU�DOO�WKH�JLIWV�WKDW�*RG�
JLYHV�XV�GDLO\��6LQJ�IDLWK��ORYH��DQG�KRSH�IRU�WKH�WULDOV�RI�WKH�GD\���5HPHPEHU�WKH�
ZRUGV�RI�WKH�$QJHO��³)HDU�QRW´�DQG�VLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�KRVWV�RI�KHDYHQ��� 

 
,�ZDQW�WR�OHDUQ�E\�KHDUW�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�RQH�RI�WKH�VRQJV�RXU�IULHQG�&RIIHH�:RUWK�FKRVH�

IRU�KHU�PHPRULDO�FHOHEUDWLRQ���³,�&DQQRW�.HHS�IURP�6LQJLQJ�´��$QG�,�KRSH�WR�VLQJ�
LW�WRR��DORXG�RU�LQ�P\�KHDUW�GXULQJ�WKH�FRPLQJ�GD\V�� 

 
0DUJDUHW�:HLULFK 
8SODQGV�9LOODJH��QHDU�&URVVYLOOH��71 
� 



�� 
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 ��                  Fourth Week of Advent 
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Sunday, December 20                                                    Mary Had a Baby  
Traditional African American Spiritual 

                                 
 

&ORVH�\RXU�H\HV�DQG�SLFWXUH�WKLV�QHZERUQ�
EDE\�RI�0DU\ǶV��6HH�KLV�KHOSOHVV�EHDXW\��
WRXFK�KLV�VRȰQHVV��VPHOO�KLV�IUHVK�EUHDWK��
KROG�KLP�FORVH�WR�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�IHHO�WKH�
VZHHW�SRWHQWLDO�RI�WKH�FKLOG��WKH�VWUHQJWK�
DQG�HQWKXVLDVP�RI�WKH�\RXWK��WKH�ZLVGRP�
DQG�FRPPLWPHQW�RI�WKH�PDQ��7KLV�LV�0DU\ǶV�
H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�VWDEOH��6KH�NQHZ�KHUV�ZDV�
D��VSHFLDO�EDE\�ZKR�ZRXOG�VRPHGD\�EHFRPH�
D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�PHVVHQJHU�RI�*RG��6KH�
HPEUDFHG�WKLV�FKLOG�DQG�WKLV�NQRZOHGJH�
ZLWK�ZLOOLQJQHVV�DQG�ORYH� 

� 
,Q�:LOOLDP�:RUGVZRUWKǶV�SRHP��,QWLPDWLRQV�RI�,PPRUWDOLW\��KH�ZULWHV�� 

 
Ǹ�����WUDLOLQJ�FORXGV�RI�JORU\�GR�ZH�FRPH� 

)URP�*RG��:KR�LV�RXU�KRPH� 
�+HDYHQ�OLHV�DERXW�XV�LQ�RXU�LQIDQF\�ǹ� 

 
-HVXV�WUXO\�FDPH�WUDLOLQJ�FORXGV�RI�JORU\�DQG�VLJQLI\LQJ�IRU�HDFK�RI�XV��
IURP�WKRVH�WRR�SRRU�WR�DȪRUG�D�KRPH�DQG�EHG��WR�WKRVH�ZKR�UHVLGH�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�XOWLPDWH�UR\DOW\�RI�KHDYHQ��WKDW�DOO�DUH�OLQNHG�WRJHWKHU—�
VWDEOH��DQLPDOV��VWDUV��WKH�ZLVH�DQG�WKH�VLPSOH��WKH�TXLHWQHVV�DQG�WKH�
PXVLF��7KH�EOHVVLQJV�RI�0DU\ǶV�EDE\�DQG�&KULVWPDV�DUH�RȪHUHG�WR�DOO�RI�
XV�ZLWK�ORYH��FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�JUDFH�� 
 
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������%DUEDUD�%XUQHȱ 



�� 

0RQGD\��'HFHPEHU������������������������������������������������������������������������������������/XNH������-��� 

 

7KH�ZRUOG�LQ�VROHPQ�VWLOOQHVV�OD\��7R�KHDU�WKH�DQJHOV�VLQJ� 
 

 
,W�KDSSHQV�RQH�GD\�D�\HDU��RU�DW�OHDVW��WKDW�ZDV�ZKDW�ZH�ZHUH�WROG��EXW�ZKDW�GRHV�D�ILYH�
\HDU�ROG�NQRZ"�2Q�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�ZLQWHU��DV�WKH�SDOH�SLQN�VXQ�SRNHG�WKURXJK�WKH�JUD\�
FORXGV�SLOORZLQJ� WKH�KRUL]RQ�� ,� WLSWRHG�RXWVLGH�ZKLOH�P\�SDUHQWV�DQG�VLEOLQJV�VOHSW�DQG�
ZDWFKHG��HQWUDQFHG��DV�WKH�QHZO\-IDOOHQ�VQRZ�DUFHG�KHDYHQZDUG�WR�FDWFK�VWUD\�JOLPPHUV�
RI�PRUQLQJ�OLJKW�XQFRPSURPLVHG�E\�WKH�IXPHV�RI�VFKRRO�EXVHV��VQRZ�SORZV��DQG�KDUULHG�
FRPPXWHUV�LQ�WKHLU�ER[\�VWDWLRQ�ZDJRQV��,�ZDLWHG�SDWLHQWO\��FODSSLQJ�P\�PLWWHQHG�KDQGV�
WRJHWKHU�WR�ZDUG�RII�IURVWELWH��ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�VLJQ�RI�D�GLYLQH�YLVLWDWLRQ�ZKLFK�,�ZRXOG�UHF�
RJQL]H�EHFDXVH��ZHOO��,�%(/,(9('��$IWHUDOO��,�KHDUG�WKH�WKURDW\�VRSUDQR�LQ�WKH�IORZLQJ�
UREH�ZKRP� ,� WKRXJKW� ZDV� WKH�PRVW� EHDXWLIXO�ZRPDQ� LQ� WKH�ZKROH� ZRUOG�� QH[W� WR�P\�
PRWKHU�� VLQJ� LW� LQ� FKXUFK�� ,W�&DPH�8SRQ� WKH�0LGQLJKW�&OHDU«DQJHOV�EHQGLQJ�QHDU� WKH�
HDUWK�WR�WRXFK�WKHLU�KDUSV�RI�JROG��.QHH-GHHS�LQ�D�VQRZEDQN�DEOD]H�ZLWK�GLDPRQG�IODNHV��
QR� WZR� RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH� DOLNH�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�0LVV�0DU\� RI�5RPSHU� 5RRP� IDPH�� ,� VSLHG�
IOHFNV� RI� HUUDQW� JROG� DQG� UROOHG� WKHP� LQ� D� ILVW-VL]HG� VQRZEDOO�� &UDGOLQJ� WKLV� SUHFLRXV�
WUHDVXUH�LQ�P\�LF\-FROG�KDQGV��,�VOLSSHG�LQWR�RXU�GDUNHQHG�KRXVH�DQG�WUDFNHG�WKURXJK�WKH�
NLWFKHQ�LQ�ZHW�ERRWV�WR�SODFH�P\�JROG-VSHFNOHG�VQRZEDOO�LQ�WKH�IUHH]HU��/DWHU�WKDW�DIWHU�
QRRQ�DV�P\�PRWKHU�WRRN�RXW�D�FHOORSKDQHG�SDFNDJH�RI�SRUN�FKRSV�IRU�GLQQHU��VKH�VDZ�WKH�
VQRZEDOO�DQG�FULHG�RXW�ZLWK�H[DVSHUDWLRQ��³+RZ�GLG�WKLV�WKLQJ�JHW�LQ�P\�IUHH]HU"¶�DQG�,�
WROG�KHU�ZLWK�H[FLWHPHQW�WKDW�DQJHOV�VFDWWHUHG�JROG�IURP�WKHLU�KDUSV�LQ�WKH�VQRZ�LQ�IURQW�
RI�RXU�KRXVH�MXVW�OLNH�WKH�&KULVWPDV�FDURO�SURPLVHG�DQG�VKH�VDLG��³2�KRQH\��\RX¶YH�JRW�
WKDW�FRQIXVHG�ZLWK�OHSUHFKDXQV�DQG�UDLQERZV�´��%XW�,�NQHZ�EHWWHU��,�KDG�VHHQ�WKH�VPLOH�
RQ� WKH� IDFH� RI� WKH� %DE\� -HVXV� VOHHSLQJ� LQ� WKH� VWUDZ-ILOOHG�PDQJHU� LQ� WKH� FKXUFK� IURQW�
\DUG��DQG�,�NQHZ�KH�FORVHG�KLV�H\HV�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�DQJHO�OXOODE\HV�DQG�GUHDPLQJ�RI�SHDFH�RQ�
HDUWK��� 
 
3UD\HU�SUDFWLFH���*R�RXWVLGH�DW�GDZQ�ZLWK�\RXU�VWHDPLQJ�FXS�RI�FRIIHH�DQG�LPDJLQH�WKH�
VNLHV� ILOOHG�ZLWK� WKH�KHDYHQO\�KRVW�JUHHWLQJ�*RG-ZLWK-8V��(PPDQXHO��DQG� MRLQ� WKHP�LQ�
ORQJLQJ�IRU�WKH�GD\�ZKHQ�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��ZLOO��JLYH�EDFN�WKH�VRQJ�ZKLFK�QRZ�WKH�DQJHOV�
VLQJ� 
 
5LQG\�7URXWHDXG 
 

� 
���������� 
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Tuesday, December 22                                       Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow 
                                  Glory to God Hymn 135 

ϭ�dŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�Ă�ƐƚĂƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƐƚ�ŽŶ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ŵŽƌŶ͖� 
ZŝƐĞ�ƵƉ͕�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ͖ 
�/ƚ�ǁŝůů�ůĞĂĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ǁĂƐ�ďŽƌŶ͖� 
ZŝƐĞ�ƵƉ͕�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ͘� 
 
ZĞĨƌĂŝŶ͗�&ŽůůŽǁ͕�ĨŽůůŽǁ͖�ZŝƐĞ�ƵƉ͕�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ͘�&ŽůͲ
ůŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƌ�ŽĨ��ĞƚŚůĞŚĞŵ͖�ZŝƐĞ�ƵƉ͕�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ͘� 
 
Ϯ�>ĞĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐŚĞĞƉ͕�ůĞĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐŚĞĞƉ͕� 
ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ůĂŵďƐ͖�ZŝƐĞ�ƵƉ͕�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ͖� 
>ĞĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĞǁĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĂŵƐ͕�ůĞĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĞǁĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĂŵƐ͖�ZŝƐĞ�ƵƉ͕�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ͘��ZĞĨƌĂŝŶ 
� 
ϯ�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ƚĂŬĞ�ŐŽŽĚ�ŚĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶŐĞů͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌĚƐ͖ 

�ZŝƐĞ�ƵƉ͕�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ͖�zŽƵ͛ůů�ĨŽƌŐĞƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŇŽĐŬƐ͕�ǇŽƵ͛ůů�ĨŽƌŐĞƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŚĞƌĚƐ͖��ZŝƐĞ�
ƵƉ͕�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ͘�ZĞĨƌĂŝŶ� 
 
 
 

>ŝŬĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ŚǇŵŶ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŚƌŽƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�

ŵŝƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞǆƚ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĂĐĐƵƌĂƚĞůǇ�ƌĞŇĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝďůŝĐĂů�ŶĂƌƌĂƟǀĞ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͛Ɛ�

ďŝƌƚŚ�;ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝƐĞŵĞŶ�ǁŚŽ�ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƌ͕�ŶŽƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚĞƉŚĞƌĚƐͿ͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�

ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĚĞƚƌĂĐƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŚǇŵŶ͛Ɛ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ĐĂůů�ƚŽ�ĂĐƟŽŶ͘�>ŝŬĞ�ŽƵƌ�ŽǁŶ�ŝŵƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ�

ĂƩĞŵƉƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ�ŽƵƌ��ƌĞĂƚŽƌ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐĂƌŽů�ŝŶǀŝƚĞƐ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�ƌŝƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁ͖�

ŽƵƌ�ůŽŶŐ�ǁĂŝƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŽǀĞƌ͘�/ƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ƌĞŵŝŶĚƐ�ƵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ĐĂůů�ŽŌĞŶ�ĐŽŵĞƐ�Ăƚ�ĂŶ�

ŝŶĐŽŶǀĞŶŝĞŶƚ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŽŚ-ƐŽ-ƚĞŵƉƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐĂǇ�͞zĞƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ŶŽƚ�ŶŽǁ͘͟�tŚĞƚŚĞƌ�

ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ƐŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŇŽĐŬ�Žƌ�ƚƌǇŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ĂŶ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ�Ăƚ�ǁŽƌŬ͕�'ŽĚ�ƉŝĞƌĐĞƐ�

ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŽƵƌ�ƌĞĂůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂǀĞƐ�ŝƚ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶŐĞů͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌĚƐ͘���:ĂĐŽď��ŽƵǇůůŝĞǌ 



�� 

Admittedly, the painted plaster manger scene we had when I was a kid was-
n’t very realistic. The sheep were as clean and fluffy as teddy bears. All the figures 
looked orderly and perhaps even a little bored. Mary definitely didn’t have the di-
sheveled look of a new mother (who gave birth in a barn, no less) nor did Joseph 
appear as though he’d missed any sleep. By the time January 6 rolled around, we’d 
often forgotten about the manger scene or it had already been packed away when 
the tree came down. But if we did remember, on Epiphany three more figures were 
added. These latecomers were males in jewel-toned robes edged with a few dabs of 
metallic gold paint. Each had a different skin and hair color. Each held a fancy gift 
box. These were the Magi.  

If you do a search for these biblical figures in theology books or even just 
through the web, it quickly becomes a rabbit hole with branching tunnels to explore. 
The Magi are also known as kings or wise men. Some believe they were astrologers 
or magicians. There are always three Magi in Christmas cards, carols, and Renais-
sance paintings—a tidy number so each can carry one of the gifts mentioned in the 
scene. In actuality, Matthew doesn’t tell us how many Magi there were. A few centu-
ries after Christianity began, tradition declared that not only was it a trio but they 
were named Balthazar, Caspar, and Melchior. They were also revealed as multicultur-
al, traveling from far flung places. Matthew, however, does not elaborate on Magi 
origins. With Bethlehem and Jerusalem near the far edge of the Mediterranean sea, 
there are many countries that would count as “east.”  

All we really know is that the Magi “from the east” had to travel to Jerusalem 
from another country. They knew about Jesus’ birth through the phenomenon of the 
star, correctly interpreting this enigmatic sign. They understood the significance and 
acted accordingly—traveling in an era when travel wasn’t easy, bowing down to 
show honor when they arrived, worshipping, and offering gifts of great value. After 
their mission was accomplished and God spoke to them in a dream, they were again 
spiritually “in tune” and understood the message. They respected and obeyed. Alt-
hough they were brought before a powerful king and taken into his confidence, they 
chose to disobey the earthly ruler, risking their safety to instead obey the higher 
unseen power. The Magi practiced civil disobedience to protect the innocent. The 
implication of the story is that they were not Jews. They certainly weren’t Christians 
as this religion was just sprouting from long-planted seeds. Nevertheless, the Magi 
were in tune with God, communicated with God, and helped accomplish God’s will.  

When I was growing up, I was thankful for the Magi portion of the Christmas 
story because otherwise gifts might not be a part of our holiday traditions. Now I 
love it for another reason—the gift of glimpsing God working outside our known 
sphere, beyond our knowledge and comfort zone.  ������������������������������9DOHULH�6WRQH 
 

Wednesday, December 23                                                        Matthew 2: 1-12 
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2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi
[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 
had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 
them where the Messiah was to be born.5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for 
this is what the prophet has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 
had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 
to their country by another route� 
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:HDU\��RK��KRZ�ZHDU\�ZH�VRPHWLPHV�DUH��:HDU\�RI�KHDULQJ�WKH�QHZV�RI�PRUH�
DQG� PRUH� VLFNQHVV� DQG� GHDWK� IURP� D� ZRUOGZLGH� SDQGHPLF�� :HDU\� RI� EHLQJ����������
VHSDUDWHG� IURP�VR�PDQ\�RI�RXU� ORYHG�RQHV��:HDU\�RI� WKH� ORVV�RI� WKH�SK\VLFDO�
FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�IULHQGV��7RGD\��ZH�PD\�EH�HVSHFLDOO\�ZHDU\� LI�
ZH�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�&KULVWPDV�ZLWK�RXU�EHORYHG�WUDGLWLRQV�� 

7KLV� EHDXWLIXO� DQG� WRXFKLQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI� D� VSLULWXDO� RQFH� VXQJ� E\�HQVODYHG�
$IULFDQV� UHPLQGV� XV� WKDW� EHLQJ� ZHDU\� LV� QRWKLQJ� QHZ�� <HW�� WKHVH� RSSUHVVHG��
SHRSOH�EHOLHYHG�WKDW� LQ�-HVXV�WKHUH�ZDV�KRSH�IRU� WKH�PRUURZ��*RG�SURYLGHG�D�
ZD\� IRU� 0DU\�� -RVHSK� DQG� -HVXV� WR� WUDYHO� WR� (J\SW� WR� HVFDSH� +HURG
V� FUXHO����������
RUGHUV��:DV�0DU\�ZHDU\"�:KDW�QHZ�PRWKHU�ZRXOGQ
W�EH--ZLWK�D�\RXQJ�FKLOG�WR�
FDUH�IRU�DQG�DQ�DUGXRXV�MRXUQH\�WR�D�VWUDQJH�ODQG"�<HW��VKH�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�VR�
WKDQNIXO�WKDW�KHU�VRQ
V�OLIH�KDG�EHHQ�VSDUHG�� 
3UD\HU��2Q�WKLV�GD\��PD\�RXU�RZQ�ZHDULQHVV�JLYH�ZD\�WR�WKDQNIXOQHVV�DQG�WKH�
SURPLVH� RI� D� QHZ�GD\�� -HVXV� KDV� SURPLVHG� WR� EH�ZLWK� XV� DOZD\V� DQG� KH� KDV�����������
JLYHQ�XV�+LV�SHDFH��7KDQNV�EH�WR�*RG��3DP�%XWWV 

 

KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y II$1G'=�58N 
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³7KH�ZDLWLQJ�LV�WKH�KDUGHVW�SDUW´�–�7RP�3HWW\�DQG�WKH�+HDUWEUHDNHUV��³7KH�:DLWLQJ´ 
 
,W�LV�ILQLVKHG���2XU�WLPH�RI�$GYHQW�SUHSDUDWLRQ��RI�NHHSLQJ�KRSH�DOLYH�ZKLOH�ZDONLQJ�LQ�GDUNQHVV��
LV�HQGHG�DW�ILUVW�OLJKW��,W�ZDV�MXVW�IRXU�ZHHNV��EXW�LW�IHOW�OLNH�IRXU�\HDUV���,Q�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�0LVVLVVLS�
SL�EOXHVPDQ�)XUU\�/HZLV��³,�EHHQ�GRZQ�VR�ORQJ�LW�VHHPV�OLNH�XS�WR�PH�´��&KULVWPDV�'D\�WXUQV�XV�
RYHU�DQG�PDNHV�XV�XSULJKW�DJDLQ� 
 
$W�&KULVWPDV�ZH�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�WKH�&KULVW�&KLOG��7RGD\¶V�VFULSWXUH�LV�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
RI�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�-RKQ��,W�EHJLQV�ZLWK�D�ELUWK�VWRU\��EXW�LW¶V�QRW�DERXW�WKH�QR-YDFDQF\�VLJQ�DW�WKH�LQQ�
DQG�WKH�EDE\�-HVXV��7KH�3URORJXH�RI�-RKQ�UHDGV�OLNH�D�QHZ�FUHDWLRQ�VWRU\��³,Q�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ´�LQ�
*HQHVLV�GHVFULEHV�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�JRRG�DQG�LQLWLDOO\�VLQOHVV�ZRUOG��-RKQ¶V�³,Q�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ´�
WHOOV�RI�WKH�UH-FUHDWLRQ��ZLWK�WKH�:RUG�EHFRPLQJ�IOHVK�WR�PDNH�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�*RG�ZKROH�
DJDLQ�� 
 
³2QH�OLWWOH�ZRUG�VKDOO�IHOO�KLP´�–�0DUWLQ�/XWKHU��³$�0LJKW\�)RUWUHVV�,V�2XU�*RG´ 
 
:KDW�LV�WKLV�:RUG"��-HVXV��EXW�QRW�MXVW�-HVXV��,�WKLQN��,W¶V�HDV\�WR�IRUJHW�LQ������WKDW�ZH�DUH�3HRSOH�
RI�WKH�%RRN��DV�DUH�RXU�-HZLVK�DQG�0XVOLP�FRXVLQV��:RUGV�PDWWHU��KDYH�PHDQLQJ��DQG�FDQ�DQG�
VKRXOG�FRQYH\�WUXWK�WR�XV��:H�OLYH�LQ�D�FXOWXUH�WKDW�GLUHFWO\�FKDOOHQJHV�WKHVH�EHOLHIV��:RUGV�LQ�RXU�
WLPH�GR�QRW�SDUWDNH�RI�WKH�VDFUHG��WKH\�DUH�QRW�³WKH�:RUG�´�WKH\¶UH�MXVW�³ZRUG�VDODG´�LQ�UHVSRQVH�
WR�D�TXHVWLRQ��RU�³IDNH�QHZV´�LI�WKHLU�WUXWK�KXUWV��,W�LV�D�OLIHOHVV�GDUNQHVV��� 
 
0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�FU\SWLFDOO\�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�MXVW�RQH�ZRUG�RYHUFRPHV�DOO�WKLV�WUXO\�6DWDQLVP��:KDW�LV�
WKLV�ZRUG"�7KHRORJ\�VWXGHQW�%U\FH�<RXQJ�SURYRFDWLYHO\�SURSRVHV�WKDW�WKH�ZRUG�/XWKHU�KDG�LQ�
PLQG�LV��³/LDU�´�7KH�GDUNQHVV�ORVHV�SRZHU�ZKHQ�WKH�&RQIXVHU—DV�&ODUHQFH�-RUGDQ�WUDQVODWHG�
³6DWDQ´�LQ�KLV�&RWWRQ�3DWFK�*RVSHOV—LV�VKRUQ�RI�KLV�GLVJXLVH�DQG�RXWHG�DV�D�FRQ�PDQ��� 
 
-XVWLFH�/RXLV�%UDQGHLV�IDPRXVO\�QRWHG�UHJDUGLQJ�SROLWLFDO�FRUUXSWLRQ��³6XQOLJKW�LV�VDLG�WR�EH�WKH�
EHVW�RI�GLVLQIHFWDQWV�´�6KLQLQJ�D�OLJKW�LQWR�WKH�GDUNQHVV�GLVSHOV�LW��VKLQLQJ�WKH�/LJKW�RQ�WKH�&RQIXV�
HU�PDNHV�XV�XSULJKW�DJDLQ� 
 
³-RKQ�KLPVHOI�ZDV�QRW�WKH�/LJKW´�–�-RKQ������7KH�/LYLQJ�%LEOH 
 
7KH�&RQIXVHU�LV�DQ�DUWIXO�GRGJHU��KRZHYHU��DQG�KH�DOZD\V�KDV�D�VLGH�GHDO�WR�VDYH�KLV�VNLQ�DQG�
VWHDO�\RXU�VRXO��³/RRN�KRZ�PXFK�DWWHQWLRQ�\RX�ZLOO�JHW�E\�RXWLQJ�PH�´�KH�VD\V��³2QO\�-HVXV�ZLOO�
EH�PRUH�IDPRXV�WKDQ�\RX�´�:DWFK�RXW��,Q�WKH�LPPRUWDO�ZRUGV�RI�$GPLUDO�$FNEDU��³,W¶V�D�WUDS�´�� 
 
,Q�RXU�MR\�DW�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�WKH�/RUG��ZH�PXVW�QRW�ORVH�WKH�KDUG-ZRQ�KXPLOLW\�RI�WKH�$GYHQW�VHD�
VRQ��-RKQ�LQVWUXFWV�XV�ZLWK�UHIHUHQFH�WR�DQRWKHU�-RKQ��WKH�%DSWLVW��7KH�SHRSOH�LQ�GDUNQHVV�ZDQWHG�
WKLV�-RKQ�WR�EH�WKHLU�VDYLRU��EXW�KH�GLGQ¶W�OHW�KLV�KLJK�UDWLQJV�JR�WR�KLV�KHDG��,QVWHDG�RI�EHLQJ�WKHLU�
IDOVH�JRG��-RKQ�FKRVH�WR�EH�WKHLU�KXPEOH�JXLGH�WR�WKH�WUXH�/LJKW� 
 
$V�ZH�HPHUJH�LQWR�WKDW�/LJKW�RQ�&KULVWPDV�'D\��OHW�XV�GR�VR�ZLWK�WKH�:RUG�RQ�RXU�OLSV��D�VRQJ�
VWXFN�LQ�RXU�KHDGV��DQG�WKH�SHDFH��ORYH��JUDFH�DQG�WUXWK�RI�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV��IRU�
QRZ�DQG�HYHUPRUH� 
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'HDU�VLVWHUV�DQG�EURWKHUV� 

<RX�PLJKW�EH�VXUSULVHG�WR�VHH�VRPHERG\�IURP�D�VPDOO�&HQWUDO�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWU\�GDULQJ�

WR�ZULWH�DERXW�WKH�W\SLFDO�$IULFDQ-$PHULFDQ�VSLULWXDO�VRQJ�IURP�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH���WK�

FHQWXU\��/HW�PH�H[SODLQ��7KLV�VRQJ�PHDQV�D�ORW�LQ�P\�FKLOGKRRG�PHPRULHV��,�JUHZ�XS�LQ�

WKH�SHULRG�RI�FRPPXQLVW�WRWDOLWDULDQLVP�DQG�ZH��HVSHFLDOO\�ZH�&KULVWLDQV��EXW�QRW�RQO\��

ZHUH�XVHG�WR�UHDGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�OLQHV�LQ�O\ULFV��VSHHFKHV��SRHWU\��VRQJV��:H�IHOW�D�ODFN�

RI�IUHHGRP��ZH�ZDQWHG�WR�HQFRXUDJH�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�ORQJHG�IRU�EHLQJ�HQFRXUDJHG�LQ�HYH�

U\�SRVVLEOH�ZD\��2QH�RI� WKH�ZD\V�ZDV�VLQJLQJ�$IULFDQ-$PHULFDQ�VSLULWXDOV��H[SUHVVLQJ�

WKH�GHVLUH�IRU�IUHHGRP�ZH�LGHQWLILHG�RXUVHOYHV�ZLWK��$QG�WR�VLQJ�WKHP�LQ�(QJOLVK��LQ�WKH�

ODQJXDJH�RI�³WKH� LPSHULDOLVWV´��ZDV�D� VLJQ�RI� UHVLVWDQFH��<RX�ZKR�VSHQW� VRPH� WLPH� LQ�

2ORPRXF� PLJKW� KDYH� QRWLFHG� WKLV� DIIHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� ZKROH� FRPPXQLW\� WR� $IULFDQ-

$PHULFDQ� VRQJV�� $QG� LW� PLJKW� KDYH� VHHPHG� ULGLFXORXV� WR� \RX�� %XW� E\� VLQJLQJ� WKHVH�

VRQJV�ZH�XVHG�WR�H[SUHVV�RXU�GHHS�KRSH�WKDW�³ZH�VKDOO�RYHUFRPH´��$QG�ZH�DOVR�NQHZ�D�

UHYLVHG�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�VRQJ�*R��WHOO�LW�RQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�–�WKH�YHUVLRQ�VXQJ�E\�3HWHU��3DXO�

DQG�0DU\���������2QH�YHUVH�LQ�WKLV�YHUVLRQ�LV�D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�ELEOLFDO�VWRU\�IURP�([R�

GXV��³/HW�P\�SHRSOH�JR´��:H�ZDQWHG� WR�EH�IUHH��ZH�ZDQWHG� WR�EH� IUHHG�IURP�VSLULWXDO�

VODYHU\��(YHQ�QRZ�ZH�KDYH�D�QXPEHU�RI�VSLULWXDOV�LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�K\PQERRN�IRU�\RXQJ�

SHRSOH��,Q�ERWK�ODQJXDJHV��&]HFK�DQG�(QJOLVK�� 

$QG�QRZ"�2XU�ZRUOG�VXIIHUV�QRW�RQO\�IURP�&29,'����RU�RWKHU�WHUULEOH�GLVHDVHV��EXW�ZH�

DOO�VXIIHU�IURP�DQ�LQVWDELOLW\�RI�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHPV��IURP�IHDUV�RI�WKH�IXWXUH��IURP�KXPDQ�

ZHDNQHVV��,QWR�RXU�UHOXFWDQFH�WR�EH�HPSDWKHWLF��KXPEOH��NLQG��KHOSIXO�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�

DURXQG�XV�HWF���WKH�MR\IXO�QHZV�RI�&KULVW
V�ELUWK�LV�WR�EH�KHDUG�FOHDUO\�DQG�ZLWK�FRQYLFWLRQ�

HYHQ�WKLV�&KULVWPDV��� 
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