“A Song in Our Heart!”
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Through the weeks of Advent, may we prepare our hearts to
receive the peace of heaven, come to earth, as Christ’s peace
is born anew in us at Christmastide. Let us go out into the
world with joy, and return with the gift of peace!
God comes to us in Christ Jesus- - as a child needing our
help, whose face lights our way, who shows us God’s goodness, and who walks with us on life’s journey
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First Week of Advent

Sunday, November 29

Mark 13: 24-37

The Advent of the Son of Man
The days before Advent brings the message of the Apocalypse. We read sections
in Gospels dealing with the so called “last things“. Mark shows us very
dramatically what is “at hand“. In the 13th chapter we read of many woes. Wars,
earthquakes, hunger, persecution, enemies, and false prophets.
In present days we could say – and the pandemics! Despite that the evangelist
does not mention this. We feel threatened by many circumstances and dangers of
our present.
We do not know when the infection will be over. After the spring and summer
optimism, the Czech Republic is going to face the big difficulty as for the COVID
19. We are now in European pinnacle. That means - we are falling from the top to
the bottom, and we can hardly see – as we say – the light at the end of the
tunnel .
But despite all dark predictions, despite the growing fear, despite many voices
who like to haunt people, we can see the hope. When Jesus says that his followers
must reckon with many troubles, he also says that all those horrible things will
just precede his coming. And he will come as certainly as the fig tree´s blossoming predicts the summer.
He will “come in clouds with the power and the glory“. We don´t know the exact
term of his Advent, but we have to be ready to welcome him.
So – be awake, says the Son of man. This is the very center of the apocalyptical
message. Not the catastrophes, not pains, and disasters will be seen – but the
living, eternal Jesus Christ.
Dear friends in Athens, many greetings to you all from Olomouc. We wish you the
blessed Advent and Christmas. And regardless the dangerous circumstances,
there´s no need to lose our hope and joy !
Yours,
Jan Luká , Olomouc
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Tuesday, December 1

Isaiah 9: 2-7
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Wednesday, December 2

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

-

God Promises to Rescue His People
Isaiah 43: Israel, the Lord who created you says, “Do not be afraid. I
will save you. I have called you by my name– you are mind. When you
pass through deep water, I will be with you; when you pass through
rivers your troubles will not overwhelm you. When you pass through
fire, you will not be burned, the hard trials that come will not hurt
you….
God commands us to take care of our brothers and sisters in these
troubled times to help us serve and bring peace on Earth.
I don’t remember ever having sung this at Covenant but I have asked
Gene’s son, Scott Holshouser and his son (Gene’s grandson) to sing
this song. Here it is for you to enjoy. Anna Holshouser
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I recently ran into the etymology for the word “posterity,” and learned it
originally described a practice of protecting the stump of a tree after it has
been cut. This was done that no sylvan creatures might eat the new shoots
created, all of which could become a part of the still living tree.
As I understand it, these newest, leaves and stems are the most vulnerable,
both of their lack of a tough, outer bark, but also for their tastiness.

This new shoot from the stem of Jesse might be paradoxical in its needs
and providence; the passage speaks of the fear or awe that brings, the
power of a new justice for those in need and a dedication to protect the
needy, yet it begins with an image that is delicate and small.
The reminder of Christ in my life, the Spirit of the Lord might tickle my
brain with small, interesting ideas, some that are even easy to swallow. But
that could be it. That could be the end. Not for the tree, but for my connection with what my faith can be. But this passage makes me feel that we
must respect what this branch from the tree of Jesse can become at all
times; Christ has branched out from the greater tree to be more than a
tasty bite for ourselves, but a great arc of justice for all.
The idea that I can protect something vulnerable and small inside me, the
beauty of the idea of Christ that manifests as my faith, and that this connects me to his mission of growing protection and righteousness for all
brings me some peace.
All of that won’t really fit on a sticky note, but it’s good to remind myself.
You know….for posterity. Christine Carpenter
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Saturday, December 12

O, Lord How Shall I Meet You
Glory to God Hymn 104
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Third Week of Advent

-

I must admit that although the refrain strikes a chord of hope for me, especially in
these difficult years, many of the verses seemed obscure. So I did a little internet
search and was blessed with new understanding, and HOPE! The Glory to God
Hymnal says that this is based on Mary’s “Magnificat” (Luke 1:46-55). Reading
the verses from the Message showed some similarities, but it was Katherine A.
Greiner’s commentary that opened my eyes and my mind.
Greiner writes of how Luke’s stories often highlight a world being turned upside
down. The rich are poor, the poor are rich. The lost are found, what was hidden
in darkness is brought to light. The rejected are honored and the last are first.
The World is About to Turn. This is not just “Good News” for the oppressed, it is
a call and warning to those of us who have had the advantage of privilege. We
must look at the world through Jesus’ eyes. We must reach out as His hands. We
must be the means by which God turns this world from one of “might makes
right” to one of “Love your Neighbor”, and even to pray for those who despitefully use us. “The World is About to Turn”. Sandy Whitney

Mary sings about her situation, can we also sing about ours?
1. “My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who
wait. You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you
did not spurn, so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the
world be about to turn?
2. Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, and your
mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you
yearn, you will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is
about to turn.”

Refrain: “My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice

burn. Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to
turn.” AMEN !
Katherine A. Greiner https://dailytheology.org/2014/07/17/the-canticle-ofthe-turning-the-gospel-of-luke-and-radical-imagination/

Isaiah 7:14:
14
Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
A leader, King Ahaz of Judah, was given a prophesy that was worth more than he
would ever know. He had simply wanted assurance that the two countries attacking his would not conquer Judah. God speaks through Isaiah and offers King Ahaz
not only reassurance, but a sign. King Ahaz declines, yet God gives it to him anyway. The sign would be that of the virgin giving birth to a boy, who would be
called “God with us.” He gave him a much bigger promise than what the king was
even asking for.
As I sit here contemplating the words given to King Ahaz, who would never
appreciate them, nor would he live to see them come true, I wonder how many of
God’s signs we miss in the world around us. It is so easy to get caught up in the
currents of despair and impending doom that seem to waft around us in this
trying time. Is God sending us signs that we will all be okay? Would we decline
those signs as King Ahaz did, or open our hearts to God with love and trust?

The Holiday Season is a time to celebrate the very child that this verse was
foretelling about, yet it can be a struggle for many of us. Yet, as I read this
passage, I realize that God is here with us and will help us through this time of
tumult. So, this year, I will look for his signs that he sends us; the smile from a
stranger when I am down, the ability to help others, the hope that we will all
make it through this pandemic and troubling political times and come out a
stronger, closer country. I will take comfort in the words of Isaiah and let the
promise God gave to King Ahaz give me hope, too. Missy Green

December 16, 2020

Thursday, December 17
Read Matthew 1:18-25

Matthew 1: 18-25

John Prine, a favorite musician of mine, wrote this about the injustice and sadness
felt by an expectant young woman, alone:
"Unwed Fathers"
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Fourth Week of Advent

Sunday, December 20
Mary Had a Baby
Traditional African American Spiritual
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Tuesday, December 22

Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow
Glory to God Hymn 135

- -

Wednesday, December 23

Matthew 2: 1-12

Admittedly, the painted plaster manger scene we had when I was a kid wasn’t very realistic. The sheep were as clean and fluffy as teddy bears. All the figures
looked orderly and perhaps even a little bored. Mary definitely didn’t have the disheveled look of a new mother (who gave birth in a barn, no less) nor did Joseph
appear as though he’d missed any sleep. By the time January 6 rolled around, we’d
often forgotten about the manger scene or it had already been packed away when
the tree came down. But if we did remember, on Epiphany three more figures were
added. These latecomers were males in jewel-toned robes edged with a few dabs of
metallic gold paint. Each had a different skin and hair color. Each held a fancy gift
box. These were the Magi.
If you do a search for these biblical figures in theology books or even just
through the web, it quickly becomes a rabbit hole with branching tunnels to explore.
The Magi are also known as kings or wise men. Some believe they were astrologers
or magicians. There are always three Magi in Christmas cards, carols, and Renaissance paintings—a tidy number so each can carry one of the gifts mentioned in the
scene. In actuality, Matthew doesn’t tell us how many Magi there were. A few centuries after Christianity began, tradition declared that not only was it a trio but they
were named Balthazar, Caspar, and Melchior. They were also revealed as multicultural, traveling from far flung places. Matthew, however, does not elaborate on Magi
origins. With Bethlehem and Jerusalem near the far edge of the Mediterranean sea,
there are many countries that would count as “east.”
All we really know is that the Magi “from the east” had to travel to Jerusalem
from another country. They knew about Jesus’ birth through the phenomenon of the
star, correctly interpreting this enigmatic sign. They understood the significance and
acted accordingly—traveling in an era when travel wasn’t easy, bowing down to
show honor when they arrived, worshipping, and offering gifts of great value. After
their mission was accomplished and God spoke to them in a dream, they were again
spiritually “in tune” and understood the message. They respected and obeyed. Although they were brought before a powerful king and taken into his confidence, they
chose to disobey the earthly ruler, risking their safety to instead obey the higher
unseen power. The Magi practiced civil disobedience to protect the innocent. The
implication of the story is that they were not Jews. They certainly weren’t Christians
as this religion was just sprouting from long-planted seeds. Nevertheless, the Magi
were in tune with God, communicated with God, and helped accomplish God’s will.
When I was growing up, I was thankful for the Magi portion of the Christmas
story because otherwise gifts might not be a part of our holiday traditions. Now I
love it for another reason—the gift of glimpsing God working outside our known
sphere, beyond our knowledge and comfort zone.

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi
[a]
from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he
had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked
them where the Messiah was to be born.5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for
this is what the prophet has written:
6
“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]”
7
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star
had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned
to their country by another route
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